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THE PRESIDENT’S COMMENTS 


The two years which | have been priv- 
ileged to serve as President of the Circus 
Historical Society is rapidly coming to an 
end. Very soon the newly elected officers will 
be installed. | congratulate all of them on 
their election and | congratulate the Society 
on electing such an outstanding group of 
leaders. We all have every confidence that 
the new president, Bob Parkinson, will lead 
the Society on to new heights during the 
coming two years. Bob has served so ably 
as vice president and | appreciate very much 
all of the assistance he has given me 

This will be my last communication to you 
as president and | would like to make a brief 
accounting of my stewardship and review 
some of the events of the past two years 

First, | am delighted that we reached our 
goal of 200 new members. This would not 
have been possible without the help of so 
many The recruitment of qualified new 
members is and must be a constant duty of 
everyone if the Society is to grow and pros 
per. It is growing steadily and the total 
membership should easily reach a thousand 
or more in the near future if the present 
trend continues 

The financial position of the Society is ex 
cellent and was never better. Expenses were 


kept to a minimum and non-essentials were 


eliminated. The convention at Baraboo broke 


even and the one at Peru showed only a 
slight deficit. All officers and the editor of 
the Bandwagon of course served without any 
compensation. The Society has grown rapidly 
and the work load of the secretary, treasurer, 


and editor has greatly increased and on be 
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half of the entire membership | would like to 
extend our appreciation for the fine job these 
gentlemen have done. It is gratifying that we 
had these officers who were willing to make 
the sacrifice of their time and efforts to carry 
out their duties in service to us. 

By keeping other operating expenses down 
we have been able to channel the necessary 
funds into the Bandwagon to make it a truly 
great publication. It was decided at the 
beginning of this administration that the 
Bandwagon’s pages would be reserved ex 
clusively for historical material. This policy 
has been followed and | feel that we have 
safely recorded for posterity a great wealth 
of circus history and I'm confident the circus 
historians who shall come after us will be 
indeed grateful for our efforts. The Band 
wagon under the editorship of Fred Pfening, 
Jr., has shown a steady growth and this 
issue reaches an all time high in number of 
pages and photographic illustrations 

At the same time of this administration’s 
election the Society also approved a new set 
of by-laws which was the first attempt in 
its history to have a comprehensive and 
workable set of regulations. | have very 
judiciously tried to carry out these by-laws 
at times even to the consternation of some 
members who seemed perplexed that some 
proposed action of theirs was not taken not 
realizing such action would be contrary to 
the by-laws. The by-laws are not perfect and 
some consideration must be given in the 
future to effect certain necessary changes 
For example the present election system 
which was set up in an attempt to give all 


members an equal voice in an election as 


opposed to a convention type of electio 
which gives the vote only to those in at 
tendance hich ji ilways a rather small 
percentage of the total membership, needs 
to be somewhat revised. It is cumbersome, 
time consuming, and at times it is difficult 
to put together a final ballot. Many of its 
defects were made known in a letter from 
the election commissioner printed in the last 
issue. Likewise, a few other regulations in 
the by-laws could stand revision, but these 
are matters that must be left to the incoming 
officers and board 

During the past two years we have been 
blessed with a good Board of Directors. Past 
comments that board members play little 
part in the affairs of the Society are no 
longer true. All Board members responded 
to all communications from the president 
promptly and they voted on all matters 
which were required by the by-laws. | feel 
that one of the most important actions taken 
by the Board was that of erasing the in 
equity between a subscriber's fee and a 
member's dues by fixing a common price to 
be paid by all. As it was hoped many former 


subscribers are now members 


Let me say in conclusion that | appreciate 
the honor of being permitted to serve as your 
president for the past two years. The Circus 
Historical Society is a great organization 


Long may it live and prosper 


THIS CHRISTMAS SPECIAL 

As the final issue of his two years as 
President of the CHS, Joe Bradbury asked 
that this issue be the largest in our history 
We have been successful in gathering an 
unusually large number of excellent articles 
and features to share with our readers 

For a special occasion we wanted a very 
special cover. In the past Bandwagon has 
had three and four color reproductions of 
circus material on the cover. But never be 
fore have we used an actual color separation 
reproduction of original circus art. 

The original 1881 Forepaugh litho on the 
cover is in the Circus World Museum in 
Baraboo, Wisconsin. We thank Chappie Fox 
and Bob Parkinson for allowing us to use it 

Very special thanks go to the Hoffman 
family, owners of the Acme Show Printing 


Co., of 


Hugo, Oklahoma. They very kindly 
made the color separation negatives neces 
sary for the four color process reproduction 
we are using. The Hoffmans are the folks 
that reproduced the fine old style lithos in 
full color that were used by the Beatty-Cole 
and King shows this last season. This touch 
of the old time circus was most appreciated 
by all fans. 





JIM McROBERTS AT BARABOO 

Jim McRoberts, a CHS member from To 
peka, Kansas has joined the staff of the 
Circus World Museum, in Baraboo, Wisconsir 

He will be working in the office of the 
Circus Museum handling the vast and varied 
of jobs involved in the historic circus parade 
in Milwaukee and the circus train used to 
carry the wagons to the great event. 

Jim's deep interest in railroading the 
circus and carnival gives him an unusual 


knowledge of this phase of the circus 








NEW MEMBERS 
Charles M. Simmons 
6118 North Sheridan Road 
Chicago, Illinois 60626 
George H. Barlow, III 
153 Chapin St 
Binghamton, New York 
Elbert A. Hanauer 
92-16 195th Place 
Hollis, New York 11423 
Edward E. Irvin 
345 School Place 
Johnstown, Pa. 15901 
No. 1480 Mrs. Herbert Weckwert 
1312 Oak Ridge Drive 
Kaukauna, Wisc. 54130 
Clarence R. Miller 
P.O. Box 1034 
Martinsburg, West Virginia 25401 
No. 1482 Lt. Col. S. C. Wood 
454-D Jadwin Loop 
Fort Belvoir, Va. 22060 


No. 1476 


No. 1477 


No. 1478 


No. 1479 


No. 148] 


No. 1483 Gilbert Fites 

607 West Delaware 

Tahlequah, Okla. 74464 
No. 1484 John W. Gagne 

27665 River Lane 

Flat Rock, Mich. 48134 
No. 1485 Ridney A. Wainwright 

Box 18-A 

Erin, New York 14838 
No. 1486 Robert C. Boyer 

819 East Broad St 

Westfield, New Jersey 07090 
No. 1487 Jarvis L. Jones 


R.R. 1, Box 42-A-] 

Catoosa, Okla. 
No. 1488 George W. Allen, J: 
76 Douglas St. 
Portland, Maine 04102 
Justice J. Blankerts 
3426 Maxwell Road 
Toledo, Ohio 43606 
Joseph J. Prochazka, Jr 
1912 Heathfield Rd 
Baltimore, Md. 21214 
L. Swearer 
R.R. 2 
Willow Street, Penna 
J. B. Garvey 
718 N. Franklin St 
Lancaster, Penna 
F. W. Gresham 
2711 Wells St 
Ft. Wayne, Ind. 46808 
No. 1494 Dr. William Y. Higgins 
1540 San Grabiel Ave 
Decatur, Ga. 30332 
Walter H. John 
826 E. Birch Ave 
Milwaukee, Wis. 53217 


No. 1489 


No. 1490 


No. 1491] 


No. 1492 
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No. 1495 


CIRCUS HISTORICAL SOCIETY 
ELECTION RESULTS — 1965 





President — 
Robert “Bob” Parkinson 372* 
Richard ‘‘Dick’’ Carpenter 25 
Vice-President 
Gaylord Hartman 217" 
Paul Van Pool 172 
Treasurer — 
Julian Jimenez 208 * 
Howard Tibbals ino 








Secretary — 


John Boyle 275” 
Al Halpern 115 
Directors — 


Division 2] 


Richard Conover Sy" 
Clifford Glotzbach 16 
Division 2 

Paul Horsman 28" 
Carl Smith ] 
Division 3 

Jim Hassan 74” 

Robert D. Good ] 
Division +4 

Freddie Daw y be he 

Richard “‘Dick’’ Reynolds 10” 
Division 5 

Orlio Rahn 37” 
Jim Kieffer 29 
Division +6 

Ned Aitchison 10” 
C. C. Day 2 
Division 7 

Glen Draper 8 
Division +8 

Charles “Chang” Reynolds 34 
Division 9 

E. W. Cripps 7 
Denotes winner. 


Respectfully submitted 
Leland L. Antes, Jr., 
1965 Election Commissioner 








Dear Fellow CHS Members: 
We have had 


ballot which was mailed out at the first part 


some irregularities in the 


of November from here in Austin. | hereby 
take all the blame, as | had to move my 
home and circusiana collection at this time 
and turned the ballot copy over to a mailing 
service 

Instead of letting me approve a proof of 
the stencil, one of the girls inadvertently 
mailed the cards out sans the Division +6 
nominees, plus adding a signature space at 
the bottom of the cards. 

The manager said that they felt that this 
would eliminate the chance of voting for a 
director candidate in the wrong division 
Many smaller post offices and some of the 
larger ones do not cancel postal cards. 

As for some of the director's races offering 
only one candidate, we had some refusals to 
come in after the nomination results went to 
press in order to make the deadline for the 
October-November issue of “Bandwagon. 

The old homestead was taken over by the 
University of Texas under a statute of im 
minent domain for campus expansion and the 
probable site of the proposed Lyndon B 
Johnson Library. 

This was not a voluntary move on anyone’s 
part in that area. 

We mailed out 803 cards and had a 401 
card return as of Saturday, November 20, 
1965. This represented approximately a 50° 
return. 

Thanking each of you for your indulgence 
during this time, | hereby certify these results 
as correct. 

Respectfully yours, 
Leland L. Antes, Jr., 


CHS Election Commissioner 


CIRCUS BOOKS 


SPANGLES:. 
Circus by W. (¢ Coup 
\ limited edition (just 500 copies) has 
been printed and bound. This extremely 
rare book was originally published in 
1901 from W. ¢ voluminous 
notes on real circus facts just before the 
turn of the century. Handsomely bound 
in circus-red cloth, 2¢ 


SAWDUST & 


Secrets of the 


Sfories and 


Coup's 


262 pages $5 


PICTORIAL HISTORY OF THE CAR 
OUSEI Frederick Fried Mostly photo 
graphs, many in color! Large format, a 


real specialist item. $15 


( lyde 
with 


FACING THE BIG CATS 
Beatty. Just published, 3+ 
48 thrilling photos. $5.95 


$2 pages, 


MY FATHER OWNED A CIRCUS 
Robert H 
Bros. Circus from the small wagon show 
in 1891 until 1916 


and a complet 


Gollmar. Traces the Gollmar 
With 32 rare photos 
re produ on OT thre 
Souve iisr Route Book OT L911. $5 50 

THE CIRCUS: Its Origin and Growtl; 
Prior [O L835 
Only 260 were 
original edition in 1898 


Greenwood 
printed of the 
Stott calls this 
work on the 
early American Circus.” 12 Illustrations. 
117 pages. $5 


7 Isaac r 


COptles 


reissue “A fine scholarly 


LA MERVEILLEUSI 
( [ROI Henry 


cache has been 


HISTOIRE Dl 
[hetard \ 
located in Paris! 
tour, clowns, an 
Many American 
Whether you 
can read French or not, the pictures 
alone are worth the price. This original 
limited, 2-vol., numbered edition, which 
has sold up to $50 used is now offered 
mint at just $15 


small 
2000 
Ph MOS COVE! the big 
imals, side shows, etc 


circus acts are pictured 


HALF CENTURY CIRCUS REVIEWS 
{ND OLD TIME RED WAGON STOR 
IES Charles Bernard. Accounts of the 
old-time shows, names, dates, etc. Pape: 
$2.50: Circus-red cloth $4.95 


BOOK OF THE CIRCUS. The special 
circus sections of Natl. Geographic Maga 
zines of 1931 and 1948 are permanently 
bound in coated buckram. 38 Black-and- 
white photos and 61 full-color 
$4.95. 


photos 


All books are new and postpaid. Absolute 
satisfaction guaranteed! Send for free 


Circus Book Catl 


PAUL A. RUDDELL 
461-B Ben Franklin Sta. 
Washington, D.C. 20044 
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THE HAGENBECK-W ALLAC 


Probably the most fascinating aspect 
history during the handful of 
years just preceeding 1925 was the skill 
ful maneuvering for position among the 
circuses owned by the Ringling brothers, 
Al G. Barnes, Andrew Downie, Charle 
Sparks, and Jerry Mugivan 
tion with Ed Ballard and 
4 study of this strategy 
historian thrill 


chronology ol 


of circus 


(in 
Bert 


brings to 


aSSOCIla 
Bowers. ) 
this 
the 
blowdowns. 


seldom found in 


hres, 
[his 
the intelligence 
IO! 


Wrec KS. 


or other catastrophes managerial 
skill illustrated 
ment 
cult 
showmanship 

As Joseph T. Bradbury 
his description of the 1921 
Hagenbeck-Wallace Circus 
Nov.-Dec 1964) 


part, were quiel seasons as lal 


ind judg 
dith 


tented 


needed Success 1nN most 


oDusiness venture at of 
stated in 
the 
Tops 


mosl 


has 
storyv of 
(W 


these, fo! the 


as disaster. 
and breath-taking 
The, 


quiet years. however. from the standpoint 


great excitement Incl 


dents are concerned were far from 


of business competition, and only a study 
of the 


an insight 


these circuses will 
the skillful 
these owners 
1921-1924, 
States 
they 


routing ol vive 


Into management 

posessed by CIFCUS 
During 

ciuzens ofl 


awoke to 


the 
suddenly 
the 
Ihe 
Wal 
had 


follow 


these yvea®rs, 
the United 
fact that 


greal 


the were In 


midst of a economic beom 


tensions and the fright of the Great 
had passed and the 
clouded the thinking immediately 
ing the had disappeared 
Iry Was moving al a 


the most part 


‘scares, which 
Indus 
pace 
[he people of this nation 
obtain that 
living more pleasant. Money was avail 


Peace 


successful for 


were able to facilities made 


und entertainment 


dollar 


CIFCUS 


able for recreation 


lo 


Was 


this entertainment 
OT the 


lo accomplish this they 


capture 


the prime purpose 


owners routed 


Hagenbeck-Wallace Circus on the lot at Manchester 


1922. Menagerie top is immediately behind 


marque 


1922 
By Chang Reynolds 


their outfits into areas of economic suc 
cess, avoided depressed areas, and sought 
agricultural harvests. In the 
equipment modernized and 
the performance up-dated. Mr. Bradbury 
referred to the modernization of 
equipment in his fine article in Writ 
Tops [he student of circus history 
recall many changes in the performance 
presented during this period which were 
to capture 


point it 1s 


addition. 
CIrFCUusS Was 


has 


will 


designed greater audiences 

At this 
from the generalities to details and take 
a close look at the the 
1922 season in order to the 


No 


every de 


necessary tO move 
routes of 
illustrate 
thinking that lay behind this strategy 
atlem pt made to 
tail of the circus routes, but, it 1s hoped 
that enough evidence will be presented 
so that the reader will understand the 
maneuvering that took place. The role 
of the Hagenbeck-Wallace Circus in the 
plans of Mugivan, and Ballard 
will be emphasized. 

For under the 
1922 season opened, of course. with the 
Ringling Bros. and Barnum & Bailey Cu 
cus in Madison Square Garden, New 
York, and the Sells-Floto Circus at the 
Coliseum in Chicago, Illinois At the 
end of April the excitement started. The 
sull in the 
left Chicago 
territory usually 
outnt 
stand 


Circus 


will be give 


Bowers. 


the circuses discussion. 


show was 
Sells-Floto 
into 
Ringling-Barnum 
following their New York City 
On May 1. the “Big 
Brooklyn with dates scheduled for 


Ringling owned 


Gsarden,. when 


and headed east 


played by the 


One’ was in 


Phila 


when 


lowa, July 5, is partially 


while big top 
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shown at right 


midway and pit show 


at right 


E CIRCUS 


Washington, 
following. 


and Baltimore im 
Sells-Floto 
into Philadelphia for a week. The Ring 
ling came into that city on May 
Sells-Floto’s stand during the 
week of May Then Sells-Floto 
moved to Washington, D.C., for May 8-9. 
landed in the Capitol on 
Sells-Floto played Baltimore 
Md.. on May 10-11, while Ringling came 
to that city on May 18-20. Sells-Floto 
made Newark, N.J. on May 15 and Ring 
on May 22-23. The 
circuses were but days apart at 
Allentown and Scranton, Pa 
Which developed so early in 


the 


delphi i. 
mediately moved 
show 


after 


ind Ringling 
Ma | 4- | 7 


ling came In LWO 
LwWOoO 
[his pattern 
the 
entire 
the circuses played trom the east to the 
ind into the south 

take look at the 
circuses of the Peru, 
Hagenbeck-Wallace 
Sells-Floto 
the John 
ircus made tts first road stand 


season 


continued throughout tour as 


west coasl back 


Now it 1s 
othe 
Indiana. 


lime to 
two large 
magznales 
opened its road tour before 
left the 
Robinson ¢ 
Ihe Hagenbeck-Wallace route apparently 
vas planned to pull the dollar 


Pennsyl 


Coliseum and before 


“circus 


out of Ohio and some parts ol 


the John Robinson show 


a more complete tour of Pennsy! 
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made 
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the Sparks, 
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Circuses 
Ringling 
Walte | 
events ol 
Hagen- 
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Main ¢ 
spring went in 
Wallace opened in 
April 22 
Ohio and Pennsylvania 
West Virginia lhe 
Robinson Circus opened at Peru, 
April 26 the week of 
Ohio toured Penn 


[wo weeks before mov 
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four weeks In 
with 


john 


four stands in 


Indiana, on 


S\ lvania 


spent 


ind then 
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The main side show is on left side of 


Pfening Collection 





Michigan. All 


Indiana circuses played in 


to Ohio and into 
the 
and around the steel center of Pittsburgh. 
Pa.. before four weeks of the season were 
Sells-Floto played near that 
way east during the first week 
Hagenbeck-Wallace spent 
May 1 and 2: and 
was in for two days on 
Obviously the Ringling 
did not see the need for a 
stand in that city during the 1922 season 

[Ihe Sparks Circus, which opened in 
Macon, Georgia, on April | had reached 
Ohio by the end of the month. Sparks 
did some fast moving to be the first to 
show in some of the eastern cities It 
moved into Charleston, West Virginia. 
on April 22 with Hagenbeck-Wallace ai 
riving in that town on the 25th of the 
month. Sparks was also in Clarksburg 
five days betore Hagenbeck-Wallace Ak. 
ron, Ohio, visited by the Sparks 
Circus on May 3, with Hagenbeck-Wallace 
due in on the 12th, and Ringling-Barnum 
plastering the city with paper that 
screamed, “WAIT.” When Sparks turned 
back into Pennsylvania on the Sth of 
May with a stand at New Castle. the 
Hagenbeck-Wallace Circus was at AI- 
toona [his route allowed the Sparks 
Circus to play Butler, Pa.. on May 6, 
and scoop the John Robinson show which 
was due there on the 18th 

During all this activity the Walter | 
Main Circus was in eastern Pennsylvania 
and New with 
necticut on the horizon. Downie no doubt 
estimated that 
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Photo No. 1 — Tableau Wagon No. 22 with 
the No. 2 Big Show Band up on lot ready 
1922. Joe Bradbury 


for parade. Season of 


Melvin) Collection. 

One factor, causing 
some changes in plans, was the miner's 
strike in the country of West Vir- 
ginta and parts of Pennsylvania. Condi 
were poor in New England, also. 
due to strikes in the textile industry 
which lasted for several weeks. Con 
versely, it is true that the Ringling man 
igement had the same conditions to bat 
tle, plus the fact that they were opposing 
three not just Sparks, 1 
seems, did surprisingly well to enter the 
engagement, but probably did confuse 
the issue to the extent that the Ringling 
did get a little very little 
breathing space 


to be considered. 


coal 


Lions 


circuses, one 


Circus 


the 

playing the 
waged. Sells- 
aiter an 


In spite ol these labor troubles. 


between the circuses 
northeast continued to be 


Floto left the Boston Garden 
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N eC\U“ 


time 
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was moving 
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Ihe Big Show 
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Photo No. 3 — Elk 
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20 Ss Joe 


Tableau 
early Bradbury 


Collection. 


By the July (a 
routes indicates) the Sparks Circus 
New York State: Sells-Floto wa 
west of the Mississippi River in the cen 
ral states Hagenbeck Wallace was mov- 
ing through lowa and Illinois: 
in the same area: Ringling 
Michigan: and the rival 
from the Far West. the Al G. Barnes 
vas also in Illinois 

Ihe Barnes show toured all the way 
east to Maryland playing many 
that included in the spring 
of the other circuses. This may account 
for the August tour of the Hagenbeck 
Wallace Circus Which returned east as 

as West Virginia. The John Robin 
son Circus returned to the area of In 
diana and Illinois in August anc 
ably helped to confuse the Barnes 
The Sparks this time was in 
Michigan but toward Indiana and 
Ohio 

One of the highlights Hagen 
beck-Wallace season occurred on Sunday 
August 13. when its baseball club de 
feated the Sparks Circus nine by a 
of 8-6. This event Albion. 
Michigan, where the Sparks show was 
scheduled for the 14th. Hagenbeck-Wal 
lace was making a stand at Jackson. 
Michigan, that Almost 
every member of the show made the trip 
to Albion and the Sparks’ management 
furnished dinner to the 
tent after the 


middle of Study of 


LOUTING 


John 
Robinson was 


Barnum was In 


{ IrFCus, 


dates 


were routes 


prob 
route 
show at 


eulded 


ot the 


SCOTe 


occurred al 


Same Monday 


guests in. the 
cook Vame 

Ihe route of the Barnes Circus 
lime that 
most part it was playing stands 


leaves the impression 


made by the other circuses earlier 
yeal However. on 
had a date which made it the first circus 
On these stands. however. 

usually followed within a month 
by either the John Robinson or Hagen 
beck-Wallace Circuses. To cite an ex 


ample the Barnes show played Kokomo, 
Ind., on July 20 and John Robinson was 


there on August 16. Barnes played 
Wheeling. West Virginia, on July 26 with 
Hagenbeck-Wallace returning to its first- 


some occasions il 


of the season 
it W as 
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territory 
,* 


week of the 
Wheeling on August 22 

The this only 
draw the conclusion that the Corporation 


season 


observe! al date can 
into territory 
opposition; to play the 
lime, tl 


circuses were routed to get 
‘ad of the 
necessary: and 
lo sweep up the crumbs after the 
had left [his 
their movements, but it is 
the Ringling, Sparks. Main, 
and Barnes circuses were well aware that 
they had to rustle to beat down the Oppo 
trom Peru and West Baden 
When the Ringling Bros. and Barnum 
& Bailey Circus left Canada and entered 
the mid-west it was in territory that had 
already been played by Sells-I loto. Hag 
enbeck-Wallace, and the John Robinson 
Circuses. On August 1, when Ringling 
played Madison, Wisconsin, the Sells 
Floto Circus was in Bozeman, Montana 
and headed to anticipate the Ring 
lings proposed route down the Pacific 
coasl Hagenbeck Wallace was in Xenia 
Ohio, and play the mid 
western states in depth, and the John 
Robinson show had toured Nebraska 
and Kansas. and was in Enid, Oklahoma 
[he only route to the Pacific that had not 
been played through Canada and 
the Ringling show took it. This brought 
the Greatest Show On Earth into Spo 
kane, Washington, on August 18. How 
ever, Sells-Floto had played that stand 
on August Sth. This representative of 
the Indiana circuses played several Wash- 
ington and Portland, Oregon, and 
moved east to Idaho and Utah, 
back in San 
August 24-27 
the Bay city 
Sells-Floto was ahead of the 
Barnum Circus by 
both moved down the coast 


towns at the same 
others 
may be too 

critique ol 


obvious that 


sition 


wesl 


scheduled to 


Was 


cities 
al as 
Francisco for four days 
before Ringling came 


on September |-3 


Into 


Ringling 
wee k aS he \ 


On Septem 


about 


ber 18, both shows played Phoenix, Ari 
zona. Sells-Floto had a contract for a lot 
in town, and the “Big 
outside the city 


One was ust 
limits. but both lots were 
close together [hey re 


located quite 


Photo No. 7 Sideshow 
27 in parade, Sarnia, Ont 


P M. McClintock Collection 


Bandwagon No 


1922 


season of 


— 
f * ¢ 


’ 


same southwestern desert! 
with Sells-Floto moving 
into Albuquerque on September 21 

the Ringling show arriving there on the 
23rd. After this date the Ringling-Bar- 
num outfit into Texas and found 
itself in territory which h 
played by the John 
mid-September. 

[he fall tour of the south was marked 
by the characteristics Sells-Floto 
played through Arkansas, Tennessee. and 
into Alabama Hagen- 
beck-Wallace south for 
ep 


mained in the 


for a few days 


moved 
ad already been 
Robinson Circus in 


Same 


early in October 
moved into the 
an extended tour about the first of 
tember, and John Robinson proceeded 
ahead of the Ringling show into 
louisiana and Mississippi. Ringling-Bat 
num made its Littl Rock, Arkansas. 
stand on October 3. Sells-Floto. sched- 
uled for October 2. shipped out of that 
town as the Ringling trains arrived. Al 
G. Barnes had cleared this city after a 
rewarding date on September 14 
[he John Robinson Circus 
192? tour at Centralia. Illinois, on Octo- 
De] 12: Hagenbeck-Wallace called it 
season at Trenton, Tennessee, on Novem- 
ber 2: Sells-Floto headed for the barn 
ifter the November 8th date at rdmore. 
Oklahoma and the Ringling-Barnum cir- 
CUS shipped lo quarters alter the Novem 
| stand at Greensboro, North Caro 


eas 


closed its 


execulive and 


Ihe Hagenbeck-Wallace 
business staff for 1922 was almost ident 
cal with that of 1921. Bert 
president and manager with 
is assistant manager. Others were 
Sarig. secretary and = auditor; 
Woodward. treasurer: William H. Curtis 

\\ R. Kellogg. attorney 
office: and Bert Cole 

John T. Warren had 

Wright as press repre 

ind Albert Hoffman and E. | 


24 hou! 


Bowers Wi 


Louis ¢ 





( poodel| Were 


John Nevin and Goodell 





No. |. Morrison Koerner was the new Ringlin. and Appleby had been on the 
contracting press agent. Manage 1921 circus. 
gade No. 1 was L. J. Lewis and Frank [he 1922 train duplicated the train ol 
Van Muller. who had ae nanagce the yeal betore with one advance. seven 
g car No. 2 In , was man ‘ars. fourteen flat cars. and eight 
iger of brigade No. 2 in 
Department heads were: George Con r No. 20 carried twelve elephants 
ners, equestrian director; Gordon Orton less, Nellie. Eva. Babe. Pinto. Joskey 
assistant equestrian director; George Jennie. Diamond, Trlby. Louis. Mama 
rintendent of candy stands and Topsy: four camels: and one bay 
superintendent of cook saddle horse. 
George Brown, trainmaster: Eva was a Venerable, old pachyderm 
Stumpt, superintendent of bag on the Greatest Show On Earth in the 
kK: Spot Conners. superintendent 950’s to conclude a career which began 
harl rady, superiniten on the Ringling Bros. Circus about 
rintendent turn of the century. She was sold 
‘rintendent Frank A. Robbins in 1910 and sold, or 
astel leased. by this owner to Santos y Artigas 
superin for a period of years. This circus sold 
Curtis her to the American Circus ( Orporauion 
i these in 1922. She was assigned to Hagenbeck Photo No. 4—Harp and Jesters Air Cal 
position Wallace for three years and then wenl liope with hybrid zebra hitch on lot ready for 
to the John Robinson Circus at the end parade, season of 1922. P. M. McClintock 
1924 season It should be noted Collection 
here that the entire herd of the Hagen 
beck-Wallace Circus was switched to the phants brought from India. Just when 
John Robinson Circus in December 1924 he went to Hagenbeck-Wallace is not 


’ 


ind the Robinson elephants went | e known but this young male with a single 

Hagenbeck-Wallace Circus tusk did not tour with this show afte! 

was purchased trom Barte | 1922. He was sold back to Hall and 

then placed with the Newton shows. In 

191] * went will g 4 ant \ 1923 he toured with the Honest Bill 

Artigas in an a irchased by show. He died in 1927 on the same show 

the American Ci rporatl in 1922 while pushing trucks out of the mud on 
and assigned to the Hagenbeck-Wallace Route | near Orick. California 

Circus he arrival of Eva and aby Louis was another young male on the 


192) 


in documented bt iIlhoard 1922 Hagenbeck-Wallace Circus that may 


March I|I8. 1922. in which the \ have come trom the Hall tarm. He. too 


rade by Bert Noves 1 ivana. ul was sold to Hall during the winter oft 
back tw ‘lephant nd tw 1922-23 and died at the farm in Mis 
gers 1S described sour: betore spring. The same Bi 
Bill Woodcock placed Diamond on thi report which describes the arrival 
1913 with a @ ! le ind Babe states 
York ¢ 
Photo No. 6 7. Hagenbeck Lion Tab Baden 
eau wagon No In parade, season yt crates 
1922 P M. McClintock Collection rived from Germ 
oft John Bensor 


With the herd was 





mystery, evel 
possibility is) Li fo there 1s 
no background information 

Joskey, still touring wit arson 
Barnes in 19658, 1s a W. P all elephant 
that was sold to Ed Ballar« 1 916. She 
remained on the show until the switch to 
John Robinson, and then later became 


f the Sells-Floto herd. In Jan 


1933. she went to the Al G. Barnes 


and remained there until | Was 
absorbed by the Ringling show in 1938 
Her tour with the Ringling organization 


YXO Whiell si Se ( PSol 


season to 
While on 
LO \| Cy 


Page 7 





absorbed by the Ringling show in 1938. 
‘This elephant is not the famous Barnes 
Jennie. 

Pinto was brought to the United States 
in 1895 by Hagenbeck and sold to Wal- 
lace in 1900. She went to Mugivan and 
Bowers in 1919 and was on Hagenbeck- 
Wallace until the end of the 1924 season. 
She went to the John Robinson show and 
was back with Hagenbeck-Wallace in the 
early 1930's. She later became a member 
of the Ringling herd but should not be 
confused with the Ringling Pinto. 

Tess is unrecorded in my files before 
1922. However. I think it reasonable to 
assume that she was a member of the 
Hagenbeck-Wallace herd before that 
year. Woodcock has written that she was 
sold to a resort in Colorado Springs and 
Don G. Davis, Director of the Colorado 
Springs Zoo, has written to me that she 


Photo No. 8 — Elephants in parade, Sarnia, 
Ont., season of 1922. P. M. McClintock Col- 
lection. 


was the zoo’s first elephant in 1925. 

Trilby was imported by W. P. Hall in 
1914 and sold to Mr. Ballard tn 1916. 
She went to the Mugivan and Bowers 
shows in 1919 and followed the usual 
tour: John Robinson at the end of 1924; 
back to Hagenbeck-Wallace, early 1930's; 
then to Ringling. I believe that she is 
the Trilby on the Ringling show during 
the past few years. 

Topsy probably dates from the 1907 
Van Amberg Circus, although I am not 
positive of this. In September 1924 she 
was sold from the Hagenbeck-Wallace 
Circus to the Jackson (Mississippi) Zoo- 
logical Garden. She was later purchased 
by Nellie Dutton and was with this 
owner as late as 1931. Col. Woodcock 
has written that she.died on one of Mrs. 
Dutton’s trips to South America. 

Nellie was imported by Hagenbeck in 
1895 and sold to Wallace in 1898. She 
was sold to Mugivan and Bowers in 1919 
and was transferred to the John Robin- 
son Circus at the end of the 1924 season. 
She was back on Hagenbeck-Wallace in 
the 1930's and then went to the Ringling 
show. 

Mama (or Moms) came to the United 
States with the Carl Hagenbeck Wild 
Animal Show and was exhibited at the 
St. Louis Fair with a small elephant, 
Monte, reported to be her baby. In the 
winter of 1906 she was sold to Howe's 
Great London Circus, Jerry Mugivan, 
owner. She was a Mugivan elephant on 
various shows through the 1922 season. 
Col. Woodcock reports that she was sold 
to the King brothers and died on the 
Rice Bros. Circus in 1923. Woodcock 


Photo No. 9— Ticket Wagon No. 41, out- 
side sunburst suggest it was originally a Carl 
Hagenbeck wagon. Pfening (Melvin) Collec- 
tion. 


says that, “Moms was a big, one-eyed 
bull that was noted as a runaway.” She 
was well along in years when he knew 
her with the Mugivan and Bowers show. 
The Colonel continues, “She didn’t work 
in the ring and was not the type to panic 
but deliberately sneaked away when op- 
portunity offered. She escaped on a 
Monday night in Wilmington, N.C. and 
wasn’t recovered until Thursday.” The 
route book reveals that Woodcock’s mem- 
ory was amazingly accurate. Wilming- 
ton, N.C. was played on Monday, Oc- 
tober 9, 1922, and the Thursday date 
was at Florence, S.C. This elephant 
could easily be confused with Mama 
Mary of the early days of the Sells-Floto 
Circus but it ts a different animal. 

Car No. 21 contained 34 horses of 
which 4 were black; 8 were sorrell; 7 
were bay; 2 were white; 3 were dapple 
grey; seven head belonging to the Daven- 
port act were grey; and the others were 
a single dark bay, a black and white, and 
a chestnut sorrell. 

Car No. 22 contained 10 bay horses; 
4 sorrell horses; 7 black horses; 2 dun 
horses; 2 roan horses: one dapple grey: 
? white horses; one dark bay; one spot- 
ted: and a black mule, a mouse colored 
mule, and the six hybrids. 

Car No. 23 transported 10 sorrell 
horses; 8 white horses; 10 grey horses: 
? roans, a bay and a black. 

Car No. 24 held 32 horses. Eight of 
these were bay color and the rest were 
grey. 

Car No. 25 contained 32 horses, all 
of which were grey. 

Car No. 26 carried 30 horses of which 
6 were black and the rest were grey. 

Cur No. 27 transported wagon No. 37 
(the stable wagon with harness shop. 
blacksmith shop, horse tents and poles): 
Wagon No. 40. (sprinkler); Wagon No. 
36, (stake driver): Wagon No. 34, (cook 
house tents, dishes. tables and poles): 
Wagon No. 33. (cook house steam 
wagon). 

Car No. 28 carried Wagon No. 32 
(cook house, groceries and refrigerator): 
Wagon No. 39, (menagerie spool with 
canvas and poles); Wagon No. 21. 
(menagerie wardrobe): Wagon No. 41 
(ticket wagon). 

Car No. 29 transported Wagon No. 20 
(parade and tournament wardrobes): 
Wagon No. 1|4 (refreshment stand, boxes. 
boards. jacks, tents); Wagon No. 26 (per- 
formers dressing trunks); Wagon No. 38 
(side show canvas, poles and stages). 

Car No, 30 carried Wagon No. 51 (big 
flop seat wagon); Wagon No. 35 (water 
wagon): Wagon No. 53 (big top spool 
with canvas). 

Car No. 31 transported Wagon No. 
54 (Big top spool with canvas); Wagon 
No. 25 (Performers trunks): Wagon No. 
42 (big show props): and one buggy. 

Car No. 32 transported Tractor No. 1: 
a Dodge auto truck: Wagon No. 55 
(stake and chain): and Wagon No. 27 
(side show performers trunks). 

Cur No. 33 held Wagon No. 56 (big 





top poles); Tractor 
No. §2 (equipment ~ r erecting the 
Dig top ind seats) 

Car No, 34 carned Wagons No. 103 
ind No 104 (both electric plants ) 
Wagon No (electric light globes 
and Wagon No. 43 
ind steel arena) 

No 


¥Y (one 


Ktures ) 


hippo 

(thirty-six mon 

lO (steam callhlope ) 

sported Cage No. 19 
No. 12 


rFATOOS ) 


ige No. 16 
igon No. 3] 
instrumen|ts ) 
if No. 1 (four 
7evras );: ag 1S and No 16H 
(both big 
Car N ‘9 transported agons No 
} No iS. and a 12 top Sead 
VOT) 
y ‘ rried igons No. 49 


(three lions 


follows 
‘Ven D 
illope 
DUPDpOSes 
the 
had 
any VCals 
ured full length can 
acked on their sides. All 


used by 


well-known 
Lion . Ae eal iften called the 
Lions Bride tw t by the Bode 
Vintel 
renbech 
S Of 
and I|906 
had peen on 
nbeck-Wallace Circus a 
dndwagon 


his 


rently pre 


Museum in 


von that 


built by Bode in the 
for the Carl Ha 
gone the same route as had the 

Snake Wagon [he letailed 


winter ol 


genbeck Show 


Ol this WavOoOon Wa also CON 
se pl iD og 196 +. 
ntly preserved 


Muse 


The third 


Tableau which 


It was No 

the menagerie wardrobe { was used 

WaALZOn IN parade being ridden 
costumed performers * Wagon 
also built by Bode in the winter of 1904 
0S for Carl Hagenbeck and had the same 
history as did the other two. carved 
Wagons Both sides of the wagon ire 
Miami County 


Photo 


now preserved in the 
Museum in Peru. Indiana. (See 
No. 3) 

Ihe No band used lable iu Wagon 
No. 22. a 17 ft. wagon which had full 


side paintings depicting flying horses in 


pursuit of a maiden soaring through the 
air. This wagon was used to load light 
department properties and was first ull 
ized as the No. 2 bandwagon in 1922 
In 1921 the old Carl Hagenbeck Elephant 
tableau had been used It is difficult to 
determine just when No. 22 was _ built 
but, like the rest of the tabs with the 
paintings. had probably been constructed 
by the show's own shop forces sometime 
in the period 1916-22. (See Photo No. | ) 

Ihe sideshow band used lablea No 
27 in parade. This wagon was 19 ft 
sideshow 
trunks. It had a full side painting of 
lon hovering over the prostrate form 
i maiden, a sort of “Lions Bride 
of thing. (See Photo No 

Another of the painted tabs. No 


Was used lor the clown dD indw ivon 


long and was used to carry 


was also a 19 ft. wagon which 
performers trunks 

Ihe fourth of the painted tabs. No 
25, Was i ft. wagon also used to load 
performers trunks It sometimes 
called the 


cause a group of Oriental 


Japanese table 


usually rode it in parade 
Due to a scarcity of photos it cannot 
determined for certain what sch ti 
the sideshow and clown bandwagons had 
In 


1S ble these paintings were 


192? because. as indicated earlier. 1 
c hanged 


during the years Photos taken of the 


painted tabs in the period 1921-24 show 
paintings of the “Spirit of 76 


was used on a wagon in 1921 and which 


which 
probably also used the following 

Other shots picture a tab with an 
arctic scene and possibly there could 
have been other paintings involved 

Ihe familiar Harp and Jesters wag 

was used for the air calliope. This was 
No. 31 and was a short 10 ft. wagon 
which had originated on the show about 


1916, probably having been built by 


A 1922 newspaper advertisement. Bradbury 
Adams) Collection 
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Bode. A hybrid zebra 
pal ade lhe 
Ringling Museum in Sarasota 
No. 4). 

“The steam calliope was a beautiful 
20 ft., heavily wagon, No. 10 
[he wagon is believed to have been on 
the show in 1919 and may have 
built by Bode. It was usually 
a truck in parade. Detailed 
this wagon appeared in Circus 
History File, Sept.-Oct., 1958, 
wagon [he dismantled 
wagon are currently preserved in_ the 
Miami County Museum in Peru, Indiana 

“The late Col. Bill 
the West Baden quarters in the winter of 
1921-22 and went out on the show for 


the 1922 season. Most of the above in 


hitch pulled it in 
currently at the 
(See Photo 


WaZon IS 


Cal ved 


peen 
pulled by 
history of 
Wagon 
Band 


sides of the 


W oodcoc k Was al 


formation came from notes he had pro 


lifetime. One 


vided historians during his 
interesting Woodcock 


replaced { ft the 


item was that the 
show eradualls 
le wagons am age 1 the 
Mugivan. 
lard got control of the show 
1I9IS 19 The large. 


with the 


oldet pal 


period after 


leau Wagons paintings were 


especially designed for baggage purposes 


as well as parade and could carry a large 


ind heavy load Woodcock Say thal 
Baden he saw the 


India. oO! Ce\ 


while he was in West 
old ( arl 
lon Wavon 
he was told that 
remains of the old Eagle chat 
wagon which had recently 


Woodcock ilso 


large. ornate dens once 


Hagenbeck 
which had peen retired ana 
junk 


pile of burned 


Vas the 
ODSery 
show s which now 
wheels removed 
Serving 
barn. 

Note All OT the Wagons 
pictured in one of the 


mentioned 
ipove will be 
installments of this senmes which will 
the Hagenbeck Wallace Circus for 
1922, 1923. 1924 

lhe Hagenbeck Wallace 

Kentucky 


its under-canvas stand ofl 


April 18 


COVE! 
seasons 
rived in Louisville. 
Rehearsals 


eason On 
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Photo No. 10 — Twin 
note the large flywheels on engines 
Melvin 


light plant wagons 
Pfening 


Collection 


tour davs on 


held tor 
Fourth nd K Street 
ee 


SkIeS, the rst riwoe perfor! 
Saturday. 
opened 


No Mu 


p.esented on 
performance 
Night Display A 
Fntry with Fred Crandall, ance Gull 
Arnold Kruger. Cecil Lowande. Sam ¢ 
roll. J. P. Jackson, Gordon Orton, I 
Raymond. Harry Allen. Walter Goode 
nough. Roy McDonald, and L. Kipp 
The third display featured Dolly Castle 
in the steel arena with a puma 
around the 
ears 


the 


Wood 

In No 
hant and 
d rings. John Helliott and Dolly ¢ 
rked the cat and bull and James De 
d Will Mavon wrestled the 
Bareback riders. Cecil Lowan 
Orrin Davenport worked the 

and clown 


s display ‘ tiger rode 


wrestling bears worked 





perform d in the cet 
for display No. 6 
\ lion rode 
lohn Hell 


zebi 
No 
Display No. & 
cts lhe performer 
laddet Miss Moore. 
lraps: Miss Moore 
traps; Two Allens, 
De Longs, double traps: J. Jackson, traps 
Grieble, traps: Gordon Orton 
Marnella 
Miss De Long, lad 
Alma Ward 


| oulse 
cloud swing: J 
C,oodenough, ladder 
der: Miss Nicholson, ladder: 
ladder 

John Helliott 


worked five 


rings Miss 


lions in 


display No. 9, and the clowns followed 
for No. 10. 

No. Il featured hand 
Marnella; the big tub act, Japanese: 
Nicholsons. contortion; Miss Irma, con 
tortion; J. Jackson, contortion: and the 
Three Phillips, juggling 

Ihe Wild West 
on as display 12 with the ladies principal 
act (Misses M. Crandall, Victoria Daven 
Lula Davenport, and 
tello) following as No. 13 

[he clown band was display No l4 
Danny Ryan with five pigs: Capt 
Helhott 
kangaroos, 


repeated for 


balancing with 
Iwo 


Announcement came 


port, Bessie Cos 


Lieber 
and wife, seal act; J with 
bear act and boxing 
No 15: and the 
No. 16 

Display No. 17 
Woodchoppers (Jackson and 
the Australian Waites, whip 
three Japanese risley 
kickers; Mary Enos, on a rolling globe: 
and the Yong Wang Troupe of Chinese 
jugglers 

Display No. 18 filled the rings with 
walkers: the Japanese troupe: the 
Jack Moore Troupe; and Erma & Conne! 

Displays No 19 and 20 were the 
bucking horse announcement and the re 
turn of the clowns. No. 21 was the 
Brock Troupe and the Stokes Troupe, bat 
acts: and head balancing and trapeze by 
the Japanese. 

Ihe menage number was presented as 
the 22nd display. with Sam = Carroll. 
Dolly Castle, John McCracken, Mrs 
McCracken. Gordon Orton, Mrs. Le 
Doux. George Conner, Mr. Le Doux. 
Harry Allen, Rita Montieth, Capt 
Sharpe. Rosie Ryan, Louise 
Alma Wood and Marion 

Ihe Yong Wang Chinese 
Shultz Four De Longs. and Three 


I rio. 
Phillips (all acrobats) comprised the 23 


W el Cc 
clow ns 


Australian 
McLarin); 

crackers 
Japanese tub 


featured the 


acts; 


Wire 


Grieble 
Drew 


Troupe 


number I his Was followed DY the Cal 


rying jockey acts by Lowande and Ryan 


Ihe Riding Crandalls. and comedy riding 


by the Davenport Troupe. Number 25 
was the high perch groups of the Iwo 
\llens, Two Japs. Gene and Mary Enos 
Iwo Joes, Two Brooks, and the Japanese 
The performance was concluded by 
tandem 
rou! 


four horse 
ladies flat race: two 


liberty race: and a 


three horse race: 2 
boy's flat race: 
horse three ‘ams 
Roman standing race 
[he clowns, who appeared often 

Ing the performance. 
Kid Kenard, 
Ed Raymond, Ray 


W. Goodenough. | 
( heste! 


were Joe ( 
Bill Hart, Louis Plon 
Glaum, W. | 

Lindsay, 
Barnett. Charles 


Alton. 
lack 
Barth 
Pinkney. Roy Me 
Ryan. W. H 
Kipp. Jas 


Jerry 
Flemm. 
Reese. Arnold Kruger. Charles 
James Dugger, Dick 
Donald. Vance Gill. Danny 
ladlock. Leo Munroe. Irwin 
Thomas. and James Horrick 

Ihe Wild West 
show in 1922 were 
Ethel McCracken. Ed Bowman. Tilly 
Bowman, Al Faulk, Lena Faulk, Earl 
Sutton, Mary Sutton, Charles 


Sam Carroll 


with the 
John McCracken. 


performers 


Flemm. 


John Davis. and 





The Sunday run from Louisville to 
Huntington, West Virginia, was undoubt- 
edly the worst of the season. The first 
part of the trip, to Lexington, was com- 
prised of a fast, easy run on the Southern 
Railroad. When the C. & O. took over 
a nightmare developed. The train was 
Stationary on several grades and stalled 
in a tunnel for nearly half an hour. The 
stack gas was sufficiently obnoxious to 
cause several performers to faint and 
others to become ill. The train reached 
Huntington late on the 23rd after taking 
17 hours to travel 225 miles. Cold, rainy 
weather was encountered during the first 
week and the coal country of West Vir- 
ginia was avoided because of the strike 
in the mines. After the Monday date at 
Huntington, the show moved to Charles- 
ton. W. Va.; then back to Ohio for 
stands at Athens and Marietta; and then 
returned to West Virginia to play Clarks- 
burg and Morgantown on Friday and 
Saturday. A total of 689 miles had been 
logged since leaving West Baden, Indiana. 
Railroads used were the Southern, C.&O., 
K.&M., and B.&O. 

The second week of the season opened 
with two days at East Liberty on the 
eastern edge of Pittsburgh. The rest of 
the week was spent at DuBois, Clearfield. 
Altoona, and Johnstown, all in Pennsyl- 
vania. The Baltimore and Ohio and the 
Pennsylvania railroads were used to move 
to Pittsburgh. The Pennsylvania road 
furnished the power for the rest of the 
week except for the haul from DuBois to 
Clearfield when the B.R. & P. was used. 
An additional 348 miles were added to 
the log during the week. 

To open the third week the Hagen- 
beck-Wallace Circus played Steubenville, 
Ohio. and then moved into Pennsylvania 
to New Castle for the Tuesday stand. 
The rest of the week was spent in Ohio 
at Youngstown, Canton, Akron, and 
Mansfield. The Pennsylvanta_ railroad 
made all the moves and 470 more miles 
were logged. The weather was favorable 
and Canton was the hottest day yet en- 
countered. A railroad delay frayed the 
dispositions of the personnel after leaving 
Canton and it will be noted that this 
early in the season the railroads were 
having trouble moving this circus. These 
problems were to continue and several 
other circuses encountered these delays 
which by mid-season were to give general 
distress. 

On Sunday, May 14, the Hagenbeck- 
Wallace Circus ran 210 miles on the 
B. & O. into Cincinnati, Ohio, for a two- 
day stand. The John Robinson Circus 
had left this city just two weeks earlier. 
Attendance was not as good for the West 
Baden organization as it had been for 
the Peru circus. (It is difficult to under- 
stand why these two shows under the 
same ownership played so close together 
at this time.) The Cumminsville and 
Norwood lots were used with heavy rain 
at the night performance at Norwood. 
The rest of the fourth week was spent 
in the state of Ohio with dates at Piqua 


and Marton on Wednesday and Thurs- 
day, and a two-day stand at Cleveland 
on Friday and Saturday. The show used 
the B. & O. for the first three moves of 
the week; the Pennsylvania for the move 
to Marion; and the Big 4 and New York 
Central for the move into Cleveland. 
Five hundred and twenty-eight miles were 
added by these moves. 

From Cleveland the show moved to 
Buffalo, Mount Morris, Rochester, Ith- 
aca, Elmira, and Cortland, all in New 
York State. The New York Central. 
D.L. & W., B.R. & P., and Lehigh Valley 
railroads combined to move this circus 
609 miles during the fifth week. This 
was the longest week’s mileage for the 
season up to this point. 

The shew continued its New York 
State tour during its sixth week on the 
road while Walter L. Main, Sells-Floto, 
Ringling-Barnum, and Sparks were all 
engaged in touring New England. This, 
in spite of the strike in the textile in- 
dustry which had lasted for over four 
months. Monday’s stand was Syracuse, 
N.Y., where the Hagenbeck-Wallace Cir- 
cus was the first of the year. Bingham- 
ton, Oneonta, and Glenn’s Falls in New 
York occupied the days through Thurs- 
day. On Friday, June 2, this show was 
in Rutland, Vermont, and moved to 
Plattsburg, N.Y., for Saturday. The first 
two moves of the week were by the D.L. 
& W., and the rest of the transportation 
was by the D. & H.. with 461 miles 
covered. 

The first six weeks of the season had 
been played without a serious injury to 
personnel but, during the first week in 
Canada. two severe accidents occurred. 
On June 5, the Hagenbeck-Wallace Cir- 
cus opened its Canadian tour with a 
two-day stand at Montreal. Ottawa. 
Cornwall, Brockville. and Belleville com- 
prised the week's tour. The show used 
the D. & H., C.P., and Grand Trunk 
railroads and moved 401 miles. Louise 
Stokes, aerialist. fell and was hospital- 
ized in Ottawa. Rita Montieth, rider. 


Photo No. 11—A painted tab wagon No. 


26 carried the clown band in the parade. 


Pfening (Melvin) Collection. 


was injured when her horse reared and 
fell on her, and she joined her fellow 
performer in the Ottawa hospital. The 
aerlalist remained in serious condition 
for several weeks and, within a month. 
it was reported that Rita Montieth might 
never ride again. 

During the eighth week, also spent in 
Ontario, Canada, the circus covered 455 
miles while using the Grand Trunk rail- 
road for all moves, except 10 Woodstock 
when the C.P. was the means of trans- 
portation. Excellent business was en- 
countered at all towns. The stands were: 
Hamilton, St. Catherines, Brantford, St. 
Thomas, Chatham, and Woodstock. 

The following week the circus opened 
in Toronto for two days and followed 
this with dates at Kitchner, Owen Sound, 
Stratford, and Sarnia. The C.P. was used 
for the first two moves; the Grand Trunk 
for the last four. An additional 470 
miles were logged into the record books, 
and after the Sarnia date on June 24 the 
circus moved into the Detroit -environs 
for three days. 

The move to Hamtramck (June 26) 
required that 70 miles be covered over 
the Grand Trunk. The June 27 stand at 
the Grand River-Mackinaw lot involved 
a 4-mile move and the Wednesday stand 
on the Fort Green lot was a seven-mile 
hop. Although Sarnia, Ontario, had given 
capacity crowds, the Detroit turnout was 
much better. There were big crowds at 
all matinees and capacity at the night 
performance at Hamtramck. Tuesday 
and Wednesday nights were turnaways. 
On the 29th the show moved to Battle 
Creek. Michigan. Kalamazoo, Friday. 
and La Porte, Indiana, on Saturday (July 
1) concluded the week. All moves after 
arriving In Detroit were by the Michigan 
Central except the run to La Porte when 
the New York Central was used. Three 
hundred and twenty miles were added to 
the tour during this. the tenth, week of 
the season. 

Reports from the Ottawa hospital dur- 
ing the first week of July indicated some 
improvement in the condition of Louise 
Stokes, but were gloomy on the progress 
of Rita Montieth. Meanwhile, the 
Hagenbeck - Wallace Circus opened its 
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eleventh week on July 3 at Freeport, 


Illinois. Dubuque, Manchester, Towa 
Falls, Waverly, and Charles City (all 
Iowa) followed. Except for Iowa Falls, 
both performances on all dates were 
extremely well-attended, including sev- 
eral turnaways at some stands. The cir- 
cus used the N.Y.C. and I.C. to move to 
Freeport, and the I.C. was used for all 
other runs with 473 miles added. 

Echoes of June, 1918, rocketed through 
the minds of some of the personnel when 
the Hagenbeck-Wallace train, traveling 
south on the Milwaukee Short Line from 
Austin, Minnesota, crashed into the rear 
coaches of a north-bound Rock Island 
passenger train at Plymouth Junction, 
Iowa. The circus had made its Monday 
stand at Austin on July 10, and its train 
was traveling through a dense fog at 
3 am. on July Il. when the accident 
occurred. The Rock Island train was 
just clearing the intersection when the 
circus train hit the next to the last coach. 
Railroad traffic was a tangle for five 
hours and the show didn't arrive at the 
next stand until 9 a.m. There were no 
serious injuries, fortunately, but the bulls 
did get out when the doors of Car No. 
20 were burst open. They put away a 
considerable amount of Iowa corn, ac- 
cording to reports, before they were 
rounded-up. Mason City, Hampton, and 
Oskaloosa (all Iowa), occupied this por- 
tion of the week, with Monmouth and 
Streator, Illinois, closing-up the seven 
days. The C.M. & St. Paul made the 
first two moves; the M. & St. Louis, the 
next three; and the C.B. & Q., the last. 
A total of 491 miles was covered. 

The New York Central pulled the 
Hagenbeck-Wallace Circus into Gary, 
Indiana, for the July 17 stand. This was 
on Monday of the 13th week. The Penn- 
sylvania lines moved the circus to Plym- 
outh, Logansport, and Hartford City. 
Connersville was reached via the L.E. & 
W., and the Big 4 moved the show to 
Anderson. The entire week was spent in 
Indiana and 405 miles were added as the 
circus headed east toward Virginia and 


the Carolinas. 
The 14th week was marked by more 
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Photo No. 12 —The big top canvas spool 
wagon No. 53. The show also carried a spool 
for the menagerie tent. Pfening (Melvin) 
Collection. 


railroad trouble. As indicated, the circus 
was moving toward the Eastern Sea- 
board and, in fact, opened this week 
with stands on its eastern route. Spring- 
field and Newark, Ohio, were played on 
Monday (24) and Tuesday (25). 
Wednesday the circus was in Lancaster, 
Ohio, and scheduled for moves to Chilli- 
cothe, Portsmouth, and Ironton over the 
Norfolk & Western railroad. This road, 
however, was unable to furnish its facill- 
ties because of a railroad strike and a 
fuel shortage which occurred at this time. 
The circus wes within the closing jaws 
of a trap with its advance car in Virginia 
and itself unable to move. Luckily, quick 
thinking and rapid action pulled it out of 
its dilemma. The scheduled stands to 
the east were canceled and the show 
spent an extra day at Lancaster while the 
management persuaded the Pennsylvania 
railroad to move it to Washington Court 
House for a two-day stand to conclude 
the week. In the meantime. Jack War- 
ren, press representative, and Al Hoff- 
man, 24-hour man, were dispatched to 
Washington C.H. to bill the show for 
that date and the advance car left Roan- 
oke, Va.. and was hurried to Sturgis, 
Michigan, where the circus planned to 
play the following Saturday. 

The other circus in the area, Al G. 
Barnes. couldn't get the Baltimore & 
Ohio to move them from Zanesville to 
Cambridge. Ohio, that same week. The 
road did get the Barnes show into Steu- 
benville for the Wednesday stand. al- 
though Barnes was booked for Wheeling. 
The Hagenbeck-Wallace Circus did man- 
age 10 make 360 miles (some of it in the 
wrong direction) during the week of 
July 24-29. The show was in four towns: 
Springfield. Newark, Lancaster (two 
days), and Washington C.H. (two days). 

Using daily newspaper advertising 
only. the show worked through the first 
week of August toward Sturgis. The 
Pennsylvania road was still moving the 


show as it had the week before when 
the Norfolk & Western had struck out. 
Wilmington and Xenia, Ohio, were 
played on Monday and Tuesday. Rich- 
mond, Winchester, and Kendallville (all 
Indiana) filled in the middle of the 
week, and the show caught up with its 
billing on Saturday at Sturgis, Michigan. 
Attendance was fair as the show limped 
through the 276 miles of this disastrous 
week. 

Big Rapids, Traverse City, Petoskey, 
Cadillac, Mt. Pleasant, and Saginaw (all 
in Michigan) made up the stands of the 
following week. The Pennsylvania line 
did the moving and 540 miles were cov- 
ered. A report from the show stated 
that, although things looked dark for the 
future regarding railroad hauls, the fact 
remained that it moved every night. At 
least the weather was perfect and busi- 
ness continued to be fair. Gordon Orton 
was kicked by a horse during the parade 
at Saginaw and was taken to the hospital 
with a brain concussion and _ internal 
injuries. 

Week number 17 opened at Jackson, 
Michigan. Hillsdale was the Tuesday 
date and two Indiana stands, Auburn and 
Columbia City, followed. The Michigan 
Central hauled the show train to the 
first stand and the N.Y.C. furnished the 
power for the next two dates. The Penn- 
sylvania railroad took the circus to the 
last three stands of the week: Columbia 
City (Ind.), Van Wert and Bucyrus, 
Ohio. This week was marked by the ball 
game and entertainment on the Sparks 
show on Sunday, the 13th, and a_per- 
formance at the Michigan State Peniten- 
tiary at Jackson, on Monday, the 14th. 
Three hundred and forty-one miles were 
covered. 

With the 18th week of the season, the 
show was almost back to normal except 
for missing some of the parades. With 
the exception of the Tuesday stand. in 
Wheeling, W. Va., all dates for the week 
were in Ohio and all moves were over 
the Pennsylvania railroad. Monday’s 
stand in Alliance, Ohio, brought out a 
large attendance at both performances. 
At Wheeling there was a late arrival and 
the parade was omitted but the attend- 
ance was good at each show. At Coshoc- 
ton. on Wednesday, there was a fair 
attendance and no parade because of a 
late arrival. At Zanesville. on Thursday, 
it rained and the parade was delayed but 
there was a turnaway at the afternoon 
performance and a fair house at night. 
Mt. Vernon and Urbana, Ohio, con- 
cluded the week and another 487 miles 
of travel. 

Bedford, Indiana, began the 19th week 
and on the next day the show arrived 
several hours late at Bloomington in a 
heavy downpour. The parade, of course, 
was delayed but the crowds were good 
for both performances. Vincennes on 
Wednesday was noted by the arrival of 
four tigers (one Bengal and three Sumat- 
ran) from Louis Ruhe. Evansville on 
Thursday. August 31, concluded the In- 





diana stands and the show moved into 
Princeton and Mayfield, Kentucky for 
Friday (Sept. 1) and Saturday (Sept. 2). 
Moves during the week were by the 
Monon., Penna.. C.&E.I.. and LC. Miles 
totalled 558. 

The I.C. took the Hangenbeck-Wallace 
Circus to Memphis, Tennessee, to begin 
week number 20. Tents were packed at 
both performances. (Sells-Floto was 
scheduled to play Memphis on October 
23.) Gordon Orton, although not fully 
recovered from his injuries, rejoined at 
Memphis. From Memphis, the Southern 
railroad moved the circus to Corinth, 
Miss., and Florence, Jasper, Birmingham, 
and Anniston, Alabama. Five hundred 
and five miles were covered during the 
week. 

The next week opened with two days 
of very poor business at Atlanta and 
Rome, Georgia. Rain, which fell in 
quantities during these two days, could 
have caused some of the problem. At 
Chattanooga on Wednesday the circus 
had its biggest day of business for the 
entire tour. It was followed by capacity 
houses at Knoxville on Thursday. John- 
son City, Tenn., was the date for Friday, 
September 15, and the show played Bris- 
tol, Virginia, on Saturday. All moves 
were by the Southern Railroad, and 496 
miles were covered. 

Weeks number 22 and 23 were spent 
in North and South Carolina and all 
moves were by the Southern Railroad. 
The stands for the 22nd week were Ashe- 
ville, Hickory, Winston-Salem, Statesville, 
and Gastonia in North Carolina, with a 
Saturday date at Columbia. S.C. The 
week’s tour encompassed 576 miles. The 
circus began the twenty-third week in 
South Carolina with stands at Anderson, 
Greenville and Spartansburg. The last 
three dates of the week were spent in 
Charlotte, High Point, and Burlington, 
North Carolina. Another 422 miles were 
added during this week’s tour. 

Week number 24 was spent in North 
Carolina and the Southern. Norfolk- 
Southern, and Atlantic Coast Line were 
used for traveling the even 200 miles. 
Stands were made at Durham, Raleigh, 
Wilson, Greenville. Kinston, and Golds- 
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Two additional North Carolina dates 
were played on Monday and Tuesday of 
the following week. These were Wil- 
mington and Fayetteville. That con- 
cluded the 1922 tour of that state for 
Hagenbeck - Wallace. The circus then 
picked up Bennettsville, Florence, Charles- 
ton, and Sumter, all South Carolina, to 
wind up its tour of that state. This week 
added 449 miles to the season’s total. 

Week number 26 was spent entirely tn 
Georgia with dates at Augusta, Washing- 
ton, Milledgeville, Macon, Tifton. and 
Brunswick. Tifton was a matinee only 


Photo No. 13 —Cage No. 2, carried three 
leopards and four pumas. Pfening (Melvin) 
Collection. 


to allow time for the 130-mile run to 
Brunswick. Three times during the tour 
the Hagenbeck-Wallace Circus made a 
run of 130 miles in the middle of the 
week: from Pittsburgh to DuBois, Pa., 
on a Tuesday night; from Kitchner to 
Owen Sound, Ontario, on a Wednesday; 
and the Tifton-Brunswick run between 
Friday and Saturday. The total mileage 
for this week in Georgia was 546. The 
Macon date brought memories of the 
spring opposition against Ringling-Bar- 
num as the Hagenbeck-Wallace Circus 
beat the “Big One” into that town by 
five days. Both Hagenbeck-Wallace and 
the Sparks Circus were operating close 
together in North and South Carolina 
during October but very few towns were 
played by both circuses. 

The last full week of the season opened 
in Jacksonville, Florida, on October 23. 
Tuesday, Wednesday, and Thursday 
dates were Waycross, Thomasville and 
Albany in Georgia. The Atlantic Coast 
Line was used for all three moves. Fri- 
day, the circus played Eufaula, Alabama, 
and on Saturday it was in Troy, Alabama. 
Both of these moves were by the Central 
of Georgia Railroad. Troy was slightly 
unusual in that two carnival companies 
were in the town with the circus. One, 
the Littlejohn Shows, was at the county 
fair. and the second, the Heth Shows, 
was transferring from the Central of 
Georgia to the Atlantic Coast Line. Five 
hundred and twenty-six miles were cov- 
ered during this 27th week. 

Hagenbeck-Wallace moved 238 miles 
to Columbus, Mississippi, to open the 
last partial week of the season. Aber- 
deen. Miss.. was the Tuesday date and 
Okolona, on Wednesday, was an after- 
noon stand. The show then jumped 153 
miles for its longest week-day run of the 
season. The location of Thursday’s town, 


and the last stand of the season, was 
Trenton, Tennessee. The M. & O. was 
used to move the show 467 miles for 
these four dates. 

From Trenton the circus moved 8&8 
miles to Cairo, Illinois. on the M. & O.. 
and was picked up by the Hlinois Cen- 
tral for the 115-mile haul to Centralia. 
From this point the Southern Railroad 
moved the show 166 miles to the West 
Baden, Indiana, winter quarters. A total 
of 13.203 miles was logged during the 
season. The Hagenbeck-Wallace Circus 
of 1922 was out for 27 weeks and 5 days 
and gave performances on 168 days 
during that period. No stands were lost 
and on only two days were single per- 
formances given. It played nineteen states 
and two Canadian provinces. 

The two significant aspects of the 1922 
circus season that effected all circuses 
were the extreme competition between 
the outfits belonging to the big circus 
Organizations, and the very earnest at- 
tempt to clean all tented organizations 
from the taint of cheating the public 
with gambling devices and other sharp 
practices. This last aspect. not treated in 
this article. apparently got some momen- 
tum) in 1922 but reached its maximum 
effort the following season. 

A great deal of credit for this article 
belongs to Joseph Bradbury who sug- 
gested that it be written and encouraged 
me by furnishing a great amount of ma- 
terial. Credit is also shared with Gordon 
Borders, Don Carson, and Fred Pfening 
who also furnished material. Of special 
help, was the route book for the season 
furnished by Don Carson. Information 
fiom the Peru files, compiled by J. A. 
Havirland, was furnished by Jim Mc- 
Roberts of Topeka, Kansas. The Bill- 
board for the year was also consulted. 
Much of the wagon and elephant infor- 
mation was recorded when Bill Woodcock 
was present to help us. We should be 
very thankful that he so kindly shared 
his information. 


Page 13 





The Forepaugh Calliope and Fred R. Castle 


By F. D. Pfening, Ill 


As early as 1880 a calliope is known 
to have existed on the Adam Forepaugh 
Circus. The earliest definite date for the 
calliope this history deals with is 1887 
This unit remained on the Forepaugh 
Show until its final season in 1894. 

During the winter of 1894-1895 Fred 
R. Castle bought the Forepaugh Calliope 
Mr. Castle had appeared on the O'Connor! 
Circus in 1870, the Sells Bros. Circus in 
1878, and the Forepaugh Show in the 
early and middle years of the 1880's. He 
noted leaper and did a double 
somersault over 14 elephants while on 
the Forepaugh Show. 

Castle rented his twenty 
chine to circuses, carnivals, 
shows, and Uncle Tom's Cabin 
during the years 1895-1911. In 
rented it to the Stetson Uncle Tom's 
Cabin Company owned by Leon W 
Washburn. In 1896 it appeared on the 
leon W. Washburn Circus. It is not 
known to this writer what shows Castle 
rented his calliope to for the years 1897, 
1898, and 1899, but it can be conjectured 
that the Washburn Circus or the Stetson 
Show was using it. 

In 1900 and 1901 it was rented to the 
Campbell Bros. Circus. Nineteen hundred 
and two found the calliope on the Buck 
skin Bill Wild West Show In 1903 
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Castle rented it to the Cole Younger and 
Frank James Wild West Show. It is not 
known to whom Castle rented his 
liope to for the 1904 tour, but there ts 
an excellent possibility it either 
the Parker Carnival or the Buckskin Ben 
Wild West Show 

In 1905 Castle 
of the Hulburd 
was a newly formed 
equipment of the 1904 
Wild West Show. Since 
traveled with the show 
peared on; it can be assumed 
calliope the Hulburd 
1905. Castle and his calliope may have 
appeared on the Cosmopolitan Carnival 
in the latter part of the 1905 season. | 
hope to prove or disprove this in an 
article at a later date 

In 1906 the calllope appeared on the 
Cosmopolitan Carnival. The calliope 
was badly burned in a fire at Kansas 
City, Kansas on October 20 of that year 
This Kansas City fire one of the 
worst fi carnival history Over 
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$400,000 worth of damage was reported. 
[he calliope was repaired and put on 
tour again after the Kansas City fire. It 
may have been on the Cosmopolitan 
Carnival after 1907, but nothing has 
come to light to prove this. 
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Photo No. 1—The best known photo of 
the Forepaugh Calliope. This shot was prob- 
ably used by Fred Castle in advertising the 
unit after he bought it. Taken about 1900. 
Burt Wilson Collection. 


when it could have been on these shows. 
If it was on the Buckskin Ben Show 
during this period it would have been 
1908. or after. 

The last show Castle and his calliope 
appeared on was the Herbert A. Kline 
Carnival in 1911. Castle became ill soon 
after the 1911 tour and after two years 
of lingering illness he passed away on 
December 29, 1913. in Hot Springs, 
Arkansas. So ended the life of Fred R. 
Castle, but what happened to the his- 
toric Forepaugh Calliope? The only 
answer I have to this can be found in the 
January 10, 1914 issue of the Billboard. 
This issue, which contained Castle's obit- 
uary. told how his house was destroyed 
by fire on December 26, 1913. If Castle 
still had the calliope at the time of this 
fire it may have been destroyed in it. 
The Billboard article also mentioned that 
Castle was planning to take out a small 


Photo No. 3—A rare photo of the calliope 
while on the Stetson Uncle Tom’s Cabin Show 
in 1895. Circus World Museum Collection. 


Photo 7. Tom A. White’s calliope, the 
"Two Seasons,’ which bares a likeness to 
the Forepaugh unit. 


wild west show for the 1914 season. _ 

Over this past summer Tom A. White 
of Jacksonville, Florida, built a wagon 
similar to the Forepaugh Calliope. The 
John Pawling Ring Circus of the CMB 
also built a calliope that is somewhat 
like the Forepaugh Calliope. 

This article contains every known pic- 
ture of the Forepaugh Calliope including 
three very rare pictures previously un- 
known. The writer would like to have 
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Photo No. 6—A very rare photo of the 
Forepaugh calliope soon after the 1906 Kan- 
sas City fire. It was on the Cosmopolitan 
Carnival at the time. From the collection of 
Tom A. White, calliope historian. 


included a picture of the letterhead 
Castle used to advertise his calliope, but 
one could not be located, and he would 
like to see a picture of this letterhead. 
Charles Bernard listed one of the letter- 
heads in his old-time showmen photos. 


I would like to thank T. A. White, 
Richard E. Conover, J. T. Bradbury, and 
Leonard Farley for their help in prepar- 
tion of this article. 
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Photo No. 4—This interesting shot shows 
the steamer on the combination coach-flat 
used by the Stetson show in 1895. Circus 
World Museum Collection. 
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SOME PHOTOGRAPHIC GEMS FROM 


By Joe Bradbury 

A few months ago | acquired through the courtesy of Mrs. W. H. 
Woodcock, widow of the noted circus historian, Col. Bill Woodcock, 
a large portion of the collection of the late Lee Melvin. Melvin, like 
Bill Woodcock, was one of the very early collectors of circus photos, 
specializing in parade wagons and other items of equipment. The 
two men were lifelong collector friends. Melvin preceded Woodcock 
in death by only a few months and it was only a matter of days 
after Woodcock had obtained the collection of his departed friend 
that his own untimely death occured. 

The collection of photos as is true of all major circus collections 
contains a great number of shots from the well known distributors 
such as McClintock, Jackson, Mardo, Trimpey, Bernard, and Miller. 
However there are a goodly number of photos which are “new” to 
present day collectors. The original source of most of them is not 
known. The Melvin collection now provides Bandwagon with a vast 


Downtown ticket wagon of Christy Bros. 
Circus at Rome, N.Y., July 3, 1925. This 
wagon was formerly one of the Gentry Bros. 
twin ticket wagons, one of which.is presently 
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preserved at the Hertzberg Collection, San 
Antonio Public Library. 


Gentry Bros.-James Patterson Circus show- 


THE MELVIN COLLECTIO 


Wheeler Bros. Circus on lot in 1916. This 
was a large 30 car show owned by Al F, 
Wheeler and Van Lear Black which lasted a 
single season. 


new treasure of illustrations to be viewed and enjoyed by all CHS 
members. During the past few months quite a few of these photos 
have appeared in Bandwagon and it is planned that many more will 
be printed in the future. A sample of some of the “goodies” from 
the Melvin collection are printed here. 

| would like to again thank Mrs. Woodcock for making these 
photos available to us and | am confident our departed friends Bill 
Woodcock and Lee Melvin who experienced the excitement and joys 
of circus photo collecting would approve of our plan to let all of 
the membership share in viewing these interesting and historic 
photographs. 


ing wagons on the lot. Tableau wagon at 
left is mow preserved in Baraboo. This was 
a 15 car show owned by James Patterson on 
the road for the 1923-24-25 seasons. 
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t Texas Bill Wild Sells-Floto cage passing courthouse in Peru, 
West Show in parade. This was a wagon Ind. in opening day parade, season either 
show on road for the 1915-16-17 seasons. 1923 or 1924, 


Sparks Circus sideshow bandwagon, season Sun Bros. big show band in front of well 
1922. This wagon went to the King brothers decorated wagon, early 1900’s. This was an 
Walter L. Main Circus in 1925. 8 car railroad show. 


Steam calliope of Ken Maynard’s Diamond wagon was part of the equipment purchased wagon went to Howes Great London Circus 
K Ranch Wild West Show at the show’s quar- from George W. Christy. and Van Amburg‘s Trained Wild Animals in 
ters in Van Nuys, Calif., Spring of 1936. The Sells-Floto air calliope about 1917. This 1921. 





Lion den in parade of E. H. Jones’ Cole and 
Rogers 2 car circus at Tonapah, Nev. season 


Unafon wagon in Sells-Floto parade about 
1917. 


CIRCUS 
Cinders to Sawdust 
by 


Esse Forrester O’Brien 


A book of fascinating facts on the 
circus, its history and development — 
from Barnum to John Ringling North, 
from Grimaldi to Emmett Kelly, Leitzel, 
Bradna, Mollie Bailey, Buffalo Bill, ete. 
Carefully documented and illustrated 
with 167 superb photographs. 


$5.95 plus 25¢ for postage & handling 
BOOK SPECIALS 


These are C.P. Fox First Editions! 


PERFORMING HORSES 
(Formerly $10.95) 
TICKET TO THE CIRCUS 
(Formerly $10,00) 


NOW — $4.95 Each — 
25¢ postage & handling 


List of books, magazines, photos, 
etc. 10c 


At HALPERN 
922 Park Cirele #1 Anaheim, Calif. 
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Hippopotamus den, Ringling-Barnum Circus, 
about 1919. This den was later destroyed in 


a fire at Bridgeport quarters. 


Bandwagon of La Mont Bros. Circus in 
parade about 1910. This was a large wagon 
show owned by Charles and Harry La Mont 


Noted calliope player, E. Deacon Albright, 
stands next to the steam calliope on E. E. 
Coleman’s Motorized Circus in 1934. This 
steamer, one of the few carried by motorized 


vgkes 


(Randolph) which was later sold to William 
P. Hail. 


shows in the 30’s, was sold to the new 
Parker & Watts Circus in 1938. The instru- 
ment was claimed to have once been on the 
river boat “Island Queen.” 





Some 


No. 1— The Nile hippo “Lotus” hitched to 
the cort she pulled around the hippodrome 
trock. Photo token on Al. G. Bornes Circus 
around 1935 (Pfening collection). 


Traditionally, the big three among 
circus menagerie attractions have been 
(1) the giraffe, (2) the hippo, and (3) 
the rhino. Of these the hippo has been 
the most commonly exhibited and has 
been ‘worked’ or used in the perform- 
ance far more frequently than the other 
two. 

The importance of the hippo to the 
circus is‘ reflected in the wide spread use 
of lithos and newspaper ads featuring 
the famous “blood sweating behemoth of 
holy writ.” Because of this prominence 
the writer has undertaken to learn some- 
thing about the individual hippos that 
have been exhibited by the shows of 
recent years. The Ringling Bros. and 
Barnum & Bailey hippos of the period 
1938-1965 have been chosen as the sub- 
ject for this article for two reasons. First, 
the writer is more familiar with the 


hippos on the big one, and second, 1938 
was the beginning of the North era and 
constitutes a convenient starting point. 
It would be appropriate to say a word 
or two about hippos generally. The word 
hippopotamus is Greek in origin and 


means “river horse.” There are two 
kinds of hippos. The most familiar is 
the common or Nile hippo (hippopota- 
mus amphibius) which was quite familiar 
to the ancients, so that it ts literally the 
behemoth of holy writ. This is the hippo 
usually exhibited by circuses. It inhabits 
most of the rivers and lakes of Africa. 
In captivity it breeds well and will com- 
monly live twenty or thirty years, with 
some individuals doing better than forty. 
The world record for life in captivity be- 
longs to a famous breeding male, 
Adonis,” who was captured in Africa 
in 1912, arrived at the Overton Park Zoo, 
Memphis, Tennessee in April, 1914, and 
died there in January, 1965, for an over- 
all life in captivity of some 52 years, 
more than 50 of which were spent at 
Memphis. 

The other kind of hippo is the pigmy 
(Choeropsis liberiensis) which has a 
very limited habitat in West Africa. It 
is a much smaller and very much rarer 
animal than its large cousin. A _ fully 
adult pigmy hippo will weigh only 500 
pounds as compared to 3,000 or 4,000 
pounds for the Nile hippo. Although a 
pigmy hippo lived for a short time at 
the Dublin, Ireland zoo in 1873, it was 
not until 1912 that the animal really be- 
came established in captivity. In that 
year Carl Hagenbeck obtained -five ex- 
amples, three of which came to the Bronx 
Zoo, New York, the first for the U.S.A. 
(Crandall, Lee S., Management of Wild 
Manunals In Captivity, Chicago, 1964, 
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THE RINGLING-BARNUM HIPPOS 
1938-1965 


By Richard J. Reynolds 


Page 539). Although there have been 
very few pigmy hippos exhibited by 
American circuses the species has now 
become well established in zoos, and 
breeding is no longer uncommon. Like 
the big hippo, the pigmy commonly lives 
20 or 30 years in captivity. It is in- 
teresting to note that the pigmy hippo is 
currently listed by the International 
Union For Conservation of Nature as 
one of the seventy odd species of hoofed 
animals that are truly rare and threatened 
with extermination. (For a good dis- 
cussion of hippos in captivity, see Cran- 
dall’s book, pages 530-543). 

As far.as your writer can determine, 
the Ringling-Barnum show has exhibited 
four and perhaps five Nile hippos and 
One pigmy hippo since 1938, to wit: 

NILE HIPPOS 

AUGUST (No. 1) male. By 1938 
this hippo was a veteran trouper. Ac- 
cording to the late Col: W. H. Woodcock, 
“August” dated back to the days of the 
Ringling Brothers show prior to 1919. 
Just when he was acquired by the Ring- 
lings is uncertain. After the merger of 
the shows in 1919, “August” probably 
alternated with other hippos for the 
annual under canvas tour, “Fatima” and 
“Martha” to name two. I would venture 
to say that he was used regularly in the 
late 1930s and was most likely the hippo 


that made the short ill-fated 1938 sea- 
son. He was definitely at Sarasota quar- 
ters in September, 1938 (Billboard, Octo- 
ber 1, 1938, p. 29) but was loaned to 
Frank Buck in late 1938 or early 1939. 
The famous wild animal trapper took 
the hippo to his farm in Amityville, Long 
Island and may have used him for a 
short time in his jungleland exhibit at 
the 1939 New York World’s Fair. Later 
that year Buck sub-leased the hippo to 
Clyde Beatty who wanted the big animal 
for his Jungle Zoo at Fort Lauderdale, 
Florida. This attraction was opened to 
the public on December 2, 1939, and 
“August” generated quite a bit of pub- 
licity by escaping from his regular en- 
closure and sporting about for several 
days in a small lake in the park. When 
Beatty’s zoo closed for the summer of 
1940, “August” was returned to Ring- 
ling-Barnum’s Sarasota quarters (see: 
Beatty, Clyde, Jungle Performers, New 
York, 1941, pages 11-14 for a detailed 
account of “August’s” adventures at 
Beatty’s zoo). Ringling-Barnum wanted 
“August” returned not only because of 
the publicity he had obtained but also 
because the show needed a reserve hippo. 
“Lotus” was trouping with the big one, 
and, as we will see in a moment, ‘“Ches- 
ter” had been loaned to Cole Bros. Just 
what became of “August” after 1940 is 
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No. 2—Pigmy hippo “Betty Lou” in her 
winter home, the moat around monkey island 
at Sarasota quarters, around 1947. (Richard 
J. Reynolds collection). 


unknown to me. However, it is my belief 
that he never trouped again and died at 
Sarasota between 1940 and 1944. Based 
on information at hand “August” lived 
at least 23 years as a circus animal. 
CHESTER, male. Unlike most circus 
menagerie animals, “Chester’s” first 
years in captivity are precisely known. 
He was born to “Alice” with the Hagen- 
beck Wallace-Forepaugh Sells show on 
August 10, 1935 at Chester, Pa. (Thus 
his name. See the 1935 photo of the 
hippo cage in Bandwagon, Nov.-Dec. 
1964, page 26). The sire was “Victor” 
the famous breeding male of the Peru 
hippo herd. “Alice” and her baby fin- 
ished the 1935 season as features of the 
Hagenbeck Wallace-Forepaugh Sells 
show. In March, 1936 “Victor,” “Alice,” 
and “Chester,” the last of the Peru hip- 
pos, were leased to the Detroit zoo be- 
cause no show went out of Peru that 
year. (Billboard, Apr. 11, 1936, page 46). 
“Victor” went back to Hagenbeck Wallace 
in 1937 and “Alice” remained at the 
Detroit Zoo until her death in 1960. 


No. 3—Pigmy hippo "Betty Lou” in open 
cage No. 73 at RBBB’s Philadelphia stand, 
1943. The gargoyle like ‘splashboard was 
probably added for the 1943 season, and 
apparently to right side only. (Robert D. 
Good collection). 
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“Chester” left Detroit for Sarasota on 
March 5, 1938 (letter from Keith F. 
Cline, Ass’t. Curator, Detroit Zoological 
Park, Oct. 8, 1965). I do not know 
whether he made Ringling-Barnum’s 
short lived 1938 season, but he was 
definitely at Sarasota in August, 1938. 
According to Billboard (Aug. 20, 1938, 
p. 28) “Chester” was permitted to roam 
the quarters at will creating quite a thrill 
for the patrons. In 1939 Ringling-Barnum 
carried two Nile hippos, “Chester” and 
“Lotus.” In April, 1940 “Chester” was 
loaned to Cole Bros. to replace the 
pigmy hippo destroyed in the disastrous 
fire at Cole’s Rochester quarters on 


February 20, 1940. He stayed with Cole. 


Bros. through about the 1943 season, 
when he was returned to Ringling-Bar- 
num. I am not sure if “Chester” was the 
hippo carried by the big one in 1944, but 
I am fairly certain that he made every 
season from 1945 through 1954. I saw 
him at Sarasota in March, 1955, and he 
was frisky and full of life. His big cage 
No. 85 was painted and ready to roll. 
However, when the show got to Atlanta 
on Nov. 11, 1955 he was not with it. His 
cage No. 85 was occupied by the pigmy 
“Betty Lou” and a young Nile hippo. 
What happened to “Chester?” There are 
several possibilities: (a) he was sold 
while on tour to make way for the young 
hippo, (b) he died early in the season, 
or (c) he was sent back to Sarasota and 
sold when Ringling-Barnum got rid of 
its menagerie in 1956-1959, Perhaps some 
reader will know the true story. In any 


No. 4 — Ringling-Barnum, Philadelphia, Pa., 
May 31 to June 12, 1943. Four horse team 
ready to pull pigmy hippo den No. 73 into 
big top for spec “Hold Your Horses” a 
replica of street parade. Note clown band 
atop wagon. (Robert D. Good collection). 


event, “Chester” lived at least 20 years, 
two in the Detroit zoo and 18 as a 
circus attraction. 

LOTUS, female. This was the most 
famous and possibly the longest lived of 
all circus hippos. Most of her notoriety 
arose before she became a_ Ringling- 
Barnum animal. “Lotus” was acquired 
by Gollmar Brothers around 1912 and 
traveled with that circus through 1916. 
She remained with the show when it was 
sold to James Patterson and went out as 
Gollmar-Patterson in 1917. In 1919 “Lo- 
tus” was sold by Patterson to the Al G. 
Barnes Circus. With the Barnes show 
she became a featured attraction. Broken 
to pull a small cart she was slowly led 
around the hippodrome track during each 
performance of the Barnes show. (See 
photo No. 1). Even after Ringling- 
Barnum added so many acts to Al G. 
Barnes-Sells Floto in mid-1938, the big 
hippo’s ponderous waddle around the 
hippodrome track remained a feature of 


No. 5—Nile hippo, probably “Chester,’”’ 
in open cage No. 85 at Ringling-Barnum pre- 
view performance in Sarasota winter quar- 
ters, March 26, 1944. This is earliest known 
photo of No. 85. Note No. 88 at right. (Rob- 
ert D. Good collection). 
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the show. “Lotus” went to Sarasota quar- 
ters with the rest of the Barnes show 
following the close of the 1938 season. 
From the 1939 through the 1942 seasons 
“Lotus” traveled with Ringling-Barnum. 
The big one did not carry a Nile hippo 
in 1943. Photo No. 6 was taken by Rob- 
ert Good in Sarasota on March 26, 1944, 
and “Lotus” may be the hippo in cage 
No. 88. I have always believed that the 
old hippo was retired from active duty 
following the 1942 season and spent the 
rest of her days in Sarasota quarters. 
However, the 1952 route book says 
“Lotus” was the Nile hippo carried that 
year. In 1952 the big hippo and rhino 
cages were spotted on the midway and 
opened to the public as a free attror*ionn. 
(See photo No. 7.) I saw “Lotus” at 
Sarasota quarters in early 1¥55 and 
again in 1954. On the latter visit her 
keeper told me she was getting very 
feeble, hardly able to get out of her 
pool. “Lotus” died at Sarasota during the 
summer of 1954, having lived with cir- 
cuses for at least 42 years. As far as I] 
can determine, this is the longevity rec- 
ord for a circus hippo. 


AUGUST (No. 2), male. For some 


reason, Ringling-Barnum sometimes 
named a new animal after a previous one 
of the same species. Such was the case 
of “August No. 2.” This young hippo 
was acquired by Ringling-Barnum during 
the stand at Detroit, Mich., July 1-3, 


1955. He and the pigmy hippo were 
moved into the big hippo cage No. 85 
and finished the season sharing that den. 
It is presumed that “August No. 2” was 
the hippo carried in 1956, the last season 
under canvas. In 1957 the big one took 
its menagerie, including hippo den No. 
85, to Madison Square and Boston Gar- 
dens, returning it to Sarasota after those 
engagements. Hippo den No. 85 and a 
Nile hippo (presumably August) went to 
Madison Square Garden in 1958, but 
afterwards the hippo was sent to the 
Pawtucket, Rhode Island zoo along with 
other menagerie animals under an ar- 
rangement whereby the show paid $1.00 
per year for the privilege of boarding 
the animals between engagements at the 
Garden. After the 1960 New York stand 
the Nile hippo and other animals were 
moved to the Bob Dietch Kiddie zoo in 
Fairlawn, N.J. In late 1960 or early 1961 


the hippo died. and I believe this was 
“August” (“Ringling Animals to Remain 


near New York,” White Tops, May-June. 
1958, page 18 and Elbirn, Bill, “Opera- 
tion Followup,” Bandwagon, May-June 
and Sept.-Nov. 1961). 

LILLY, female. Purchased by the 
show around March, 1961 and used each 
year in Madison Square Garden through 
1964. In between engagements at the 
Garden it is farmed out to various zoos 
or parks in the vicinity of New York. As 
far as I know this hippo is still living 
although as we shall see in a moment, 
Ringling-Barnum may have acquired an- 
other example. 


EVA, female. According to Robert 


No. 6—Ringling-Barnum hippo dens (I-r) 
Nos. 73, 85, and 88 lined up at Sarasota 
winter quarters for two under-canvas preview 
performances Sunday, March 26, 1944. The 


Good this five year oid hippo was at the 
Dorney Park Zoorama, Allentown, Pa., 
in the summer of 1965 and is the one 
that has been used for the past few years 
by Ringling-Barnum at Madison Square 
Garden. This is somewhat confusing in- 
formation in view of the fact that “Lilly” 
was Said to have been at the Garden in 
1964. Unfortunately your writer cannot 
shed any light on this apparent conflict. 
PIGMY HIPPO 

BETTY LOU, female. This is the first 
and only pigmy hippo ever exhibited by 
Ringling-Barnum. According to a sign 
that was painted on her cage in 1954, 
“Betty Lou” was born in the wilds of 
Liberia in 1938. She was given to the 
Norths by Harvey Firestone whose com- 
pany operated many rubber plantations 
in that West African nation. “Betty Lou” 
was delivered to the show during the 
stand at Washington, D.C., on May 15- 
17, 1941. She never missed a season 
thereafter and was sold to the Overton 


No. 7 — Ringling-Barnum 1952. Open hippo 
den No. 85 on midway to right of main 
entrance. The hippo is probably “Chester” 
and was exhibited free to public in 1952. 
(Robert D. Good collection). 


hippo. The pigmy “Betty Lou” 


pigmy hippo “Betty Lou” is in No. 73 with 
Nile hippos “Chester” and “Lotus” probably 
in Nos. 85 and 88 respectively. (Robert D. 
Good collection). 


Park Zoo, Memphis, Tennessee in July, 
1958, where she is still living. “Betty 
Lou” was uSed in the 1943 and 1948 
specs. In 1943 her den was pulled by a 
4-horse team in the street parade replica 
“Hold Your Horses” (see photo No. 4). 
In 1948 her cage was spotted in the back 
yard and “Betty Lou” was led around 
the hippodrome as part of the spec, 
“Twas The Night Before Christmas.” 
She was always a favorite of the circus 
folk. 

During the period 1938-1965 Ringling- 
Barnum apparently used four and per- 
haps five different cage wagons to trans- 
port its hippos, to-wit: Nos. 88, 85, 78, 
73 and 77. Wagon enthusiasts will 
quickly recall hippo den No 8&8 ~his 
huge 20-foot cage was probably built 
around 1¥244 10 reépiace a iunppo ucn 
destroyed by a fire at Bridgeport winter 
quarters in January of that year. As far 
as I can determine No. 88 was used by 
Ringling-Barnum every year from about 
1924 until 1942. It was not used in 1943 
as the big one did not exhibit a Nile 
hippo that year. This was probably the 
first time since the turn of the century 
that the big one failed to carry a Nile 
was on 
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No. 8 —Ringling-Barnum closed hippo den 
No. 88 as it appeared around 1936-1938. 
The colorful caption on the sideboards dis- 
appeared around 1939-1940. Steel tired 
wooden wheels were replaced by pneumatic 
tires in either 1935 or 1936. (Koford collec- 
tion). 


the show in 1943, traveling in cage No. 
73. There was no menagerie as such for 
that season. The show had been re- 


duced from 90 cars in 1942 to 76 in 
1943, and the menagerie cages were used 
for the spec “Hold Your Horses.” In 
order to arrange this, all cages used in 
the “parade” were spotted in a roped off 
area in the backyard, as were the ele- 
phants and three or four bactrian camels. 


Between the marquee and big top was a 
small push pole tent for exhibiting the 
gorillas. As I recall, there were two 
cages in this gorilla tent, one for “Gar- 
gantua and Toto” and the other for 
orangutans and chimps. This was the 
first year the gorillas shared a single 
cage. There was no giraffe, and I would 
venture to say that 1943 was also the 
only year since about 1900 that the 
“big ones” failed to carry this animal. 
However, to get back to hippo den 
No. 88, why was it not carried in 1943? 
We can only speculate, but there are two 


No. 10—Ringling-Barnum closed hippo 
den No. 85 around 1946 when it actually 
housed an African black rhino. Note the 
vertical ribs along side of tank and absence 
of splashboard. (Koford collection). 
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possibilities, to wit: (a) it was not car- 
ried because of the reduced size of the 
1943 show or (b) it was too heavy or 
too long to be pulled twice a day around 
the hippodrome track in the “parade.” 

I do not know whether No. 88 was 
gised on the road for the 1944 season, 
but it was definitely carried in 1945- 
1946 and for the last time in 1947. Up 
until about 1940 the sideboards of No. 
88 were painted with the colorful title 
shown in photo No. 8. Another distinc- 
tive feature of No. 88 is the pretty scroll 
that was always painted along the side 
of the splash board that covered the side 
of the bathing tank. No. 88 was retired 
after the 1947 season and eventually 
disappeared in the decay of the famous 
Sarasota wagon graveyard. 

In 1944 or perhaps in 1943 a new 
“big hippo” den was built for Ringling- 
Barnum. This was No. 85, and it was 
almost a duplicate of No. 88. It can be 
distinguished from No. 88 by the vertical 
ribs along the side of the water tank. 
These ribs were apparently never cov- 
ered with a splash board, and thus there 
was no scroll along the side of the tank, 
another feature by which to distinguish 
it from No. 88 (see photos Nos. 5, 9. 
and 10). 

No. 85 was definitely used in 1944 for 
the open air tour following the Hartford 
fire. From 1945 through 1947 the bath- 
ing tank was planked over and No. 85 
was used to carry the male African black 
rhino “Robert” that Ringling - Barnum 
purchased from the Brookfield zoo in 
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No. 9 — Ringling-Barnum closed hippo den 
No. 88 as it appeared around 1946. Note 
that the advertisement about the “largest 
living hippo’ has disappeared from the 
sideboards. (Koford collection). 


1945. In 1948, the wagon was returned 
to use as a den for the Nile hippo and 
has been used in this manner ever since. 
During the 1955 season No. 85 was 
divided into front and rear sections to 
accommodate both the pigmy hippo and 
a young Nile hippo that arrived in mid- 
season. To give both animals a bathing 
area, the separating bars were placed out 
in the tank. By this device Ringling- 
Barnum carried two hippos in a single 
cage, the only time this was ever done 
by that show as far as I know (excepting 
a mother and baby). 

At last information No. 85 is still used 
by Ringling-Barnum to exhibit a Nile 
hippo in Madison Square Garden, al- 
though it has been renumbered as No. 6. 
In between engagements at the Garden 
the cage and its occupant are farmed out 
to various zoos or parks in the New York 
area. 

In 1939 Ringling-Barnum carried two 
Nile hippos in separate cages, the only 
time this ever occurred, as far as I can 
determine. “Lotus” was in No. 88 and 


No. 11—Left side of Ringling-Barnum 
closed pigmy hippo den No. 73 as it ap- 
peared around 1946. Note absence of gar- 
goyle from splashboard on left side. (Koford 
collection), 





‘Chester” in No. 78. I am not sure of 
the exact origin of No. 78. It was a 16- 
foot long den, and was apparently orig 
inally built as an “all purpose” cage. In , a. 
the early 1930s it was used to transport rip td! 
one of the show’s black rhinos, but 1939 aa HIPPO doutt a ae 
IS apparently the first time it was used ecm | 
is a hippo den. Presumably No. 78 had } | 

modified for this job by the addi 

a water tank. It was not carried 

but in 1941 w: ised r the 
acquired pigmy 


1943 


No. 12 Chester’ is shown in a former 
John Robinson cage on the Cole Bros. Circus 
in 1942. On loan following the Cole fire he 
stayed from 1940 to 1942. The cage rf 
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Seasons Greetings 


MARIAN and JOE McKENNON 


NARA NANA NAA A A Ae 


3 D Farm 139 South Washington Drive 


Fletcher, N.C. Sarasota, Florida 
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BUCK JONES WILD WEST 
AND ROUND UP DAYS 


By Fred D. Pfening, Jr. 


A number of famous western motion 
picture personalities have been featured 
with, or actually owned circuses and wild 
west shows. 

Tom Mix was the best known Holly- 
wood actor, the highest paid and most 
likely the most financially 
outdoor show business. 
paid feature with the 
owned Sells-Floto 
and 1931. In 
the Sam B. 


successful in 
Mix was a highly 
Ringling-Barnum 
Circus in 1929-1930 
1934 he was featured with 
Dill motorized circus, with 
his name combined with Dzull’s in the 
title. In 1935 Mix took complete owner- 
ship of the show and it became the Tom 
Mix Circus. [he show successful 
and made a trans-continental tour from 
California to New England in 1936. The 
at the end of an incomplete 
season in the year of 
1938. 

Ken Maynard framed a 
west show in the spring of 
Nuys, California. 


Was 


show closed 
disastrous circus 
railroad wald 
1936, in Van 
Most of the equipment 
came from George Christy, in South 
Houston, Texas, and had been used on 
the Christy owned Lee Bros. Circus in 
1925 and 1926 [The show operated Ove! 
a couple of May- 
nard’s tour 
a couple of 


Arthur Bros 


weekends, set up on 
Ranch, but did not go on 
Maynard was later featured 
seasons on the Cole Bros.., 
and Biller Bros. Circuses. 

Col. Tim McCoy presented the wild 
west concert on the Ringling-Barnum 
1935, 1936 and 1937. During 
and 1938 he framed 
railroad show to open in 
[he show, equipped with 
all-steel cars and wagons, Opened in Chi 
April 1938, but three 
weeks later, in Washington, D.( where 
McCoy was fea 
Kelly-Miller 
and the Carson & Barnes shows 

Buck appeared with 
Bros. in Downie Bros. in 
1935 and then operated 
1946 
season and 
1947 


Circus In 
the winter of 1937 
the finest 
circus history 


new 


cago in closed 


at auction 
tured 20 vears later by the 


it was sold 


Robbins 


1932 


(Owens 
1930. 
Lewis Bros. in 
his own show 1n Ihe Owens show 


lasted one became Rogers 
Bros. in 

Jack Hoxie was another popular west 
ern figure that appeared with probably a 
greater number of different circuses than 
any other movie personality 

Hoxie and his wife, Dixie Starr, were 
with the Miller Bros. 101 Ranch Wild 
West in 1930 He featured on 
Charles Sparks’ Downie Bros. in 1933, 
1934 and 1936. In 1935 he was with 
Harley Sadler's show. and in 1939 he 
was on Lewis Bros. In 1937 he operated 
the Jack Hoxie Circus, lasting part of 
the season. Ten years later he appeared 
with Mills Bros. 

A number of other Hollywood western 


have appeared with circuses. Bill 


Was 


Stars 


Cody was with Walter L. Main in 1932 
and Downie 1935. Buck Steele appeared 
with Sam B. Dill in 1933, Beverly Bros. 
in 1934 and Kay Bros. in 1935. Hoot 
Gibson was with Wallace Bros. in 1937 
and the Adkins and Terrell Robbins show 
in 1938. William Desmond was with 
Barnett Bros. in 1938 and Harry Carey 
had been with that earlier. Art 
Mix was with Kay Bros. in 1937 and 
1941 and was featured with the Cole 
show in 1939. In 1947 Mix operated the 
Buffalo Ranch Wild West, which opened 
and closed in one stand at South Bend, 
Indiana. Lee Powell, the Lone Ranger, 
big name with Barnett Bros. in 
1939 and with Wallace Bros. in 1940 
and 1941. Lash LaRue, a minor Holly- 
wood personality, Dales Bros 
in 1949. Duncan Renaldo, the Cisco Kid, 
appeared at the Chicago indoor engage- 
ment of Cole Bros. in 1953 and for 
few weeks with Clyde Beatty early in 
1946. William Boyd, “Hopalong Cas- 
sidy,” was a big feature with Cole Bros 
in 1950. Just this last summer, Jack 
Moore’s Carson & Barnes show featured 
Sky King, a 
[his article, 


show 


WaS a 


Was on 


western IV _ star 
however, concerns yet 
another western motion picture 
one Charles Frederick Gebhard, bette 
known as Buck Jones. He born in 
Vincennes, Indiana, in 1889, but 


actor, 


Was 
Was 
shot of 


A motion publicity 


Burt Wilson Collection 


picture studio 


Buck Jones. 


The heading for this article is taken from 
the Jones show letterhead. Original is printed 
with red lettering outlined in black and gold, 
the Indian headdresses are in yellow. Pfening 


Collection. 


small ranch in Oklahoma 
He served in the Army as a sergeant in 
the Philippines and as a member of the 
cavalry remount service in World War I 
Around 1922 he began making 
films and by the late 1920s he 
tremely popular with the 
across the United States. 
a promotion by a fast talker, who sug 
that the Buck Jones Wild West 
Shows and Round Up Days could make 
a lot of money. 

Al W Copeland was the 
who suggested the show and who served 
building the show and 
running it during the early part of what 
turned out to be 

Copeland 
at one time, 


reared on 


western 
Was e@CxX 
youngsters 


He was ripe for 


gested 


individual 


aS ManaLel in 


short season 


was a former carnie who, 
had operated a pit show on 
the Al G. Barnes Circus. In the middle 
1920s Hollywood started a cycle of cir- 
cus films (actually more carnival than 
circus) and Copeland began renting out 
equipment to the studios. It 
was in this way that he became connected 
with lones 


Mi ( opeland 
dividual. well 
arrangements, 


door show 


Was an Interesting In- 


Steeped in fast “business 
typical of some “carnies.” 
He 1s quoted as MOtLlo 
lake a little and leave a little.” 
Jones sent Copeland to El Paso, Texas, 
to purchase equipment carnival 
that had gone broke there Ihe show, 
FAIRYLAND GUARANTEEDSHOWS, 
i TC: CO For 
used typical carnival 
contrasted to many of 
the carnivals of that period that carried 
style 


saying his was, 


Irom a 


a railroad show owned by 
Ordway) McCart, 
Style wagons as 
circus some 
and 
and presented parades. 
The McCart equipment consisted 
mainly of wagons, although a couple of 
may have been tn the deal. 
[he show purchased six new 70 foot 
flat cars and three new stock cars from 
ihe Warren Tank Car Co. There were 
three coaches, one system stock car and 
one advance car. The 14 car train was 


painted red and white. All of the rail 
equipment was mortgaged to D. T. Pil- 


chard, indicating that Jones was not the 
only invester in the enterprise. 


Carnies 
animal 


WaZons, even 


carried bandwagons Caves 


coaches 
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A very rare photo of Buck Jones standing 


in front of his dressing tent, with a titled 


*. tn 2 


ay 1 


-- 


baggage 


tion. 


- 
ie. 
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, 
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* 


wagon on left. Burt Wilson Collec- 


aah OEY 


» * 
— ‘g re se meg A a 


Two of the coaches are shown on a siding 
Hall They 


at the Farm. were later cut in 


Winter 
Ranch, in 
[Ihe Mc¢ 
quarters 
Barnes W 


quarters were set up 

North Hollywood, California 
art wagons brought to the 
along with a old Al G 
agons They were all nicely 
but there were no vings O! 
pictorial work on them. Each ,wagon 
carried the full title as well Holly 
wood, Cal. The show carried an air cal 
liope, which was loaded in a baggage 
wagon. Harry Wills played the calliope 
in the parade. 

[he performance was presented arena 
style with a canopy covering the seats 
Ihe tents probably came from the 
Downie Tent and Awning Co. in Los 
Angeles. 

The midway contained an Ut 
Show, operated by LaMarr and 1 an 
[he managed by 
Cunningham, who also did the 
announcing. The attractions in the 
included a 10 piece Mexican orchestra 
Honey, the fat girl; Indian Village; Cyn- 
thia Adams, sword box and Oriental 
stocks: Fred A. Boelme, tattoo artist: 
John Louman, six piece-one man band; 
Margaret Dewey, snakes; Fred Wolf 
giant and Hawauan village and orchestra 
Sonny ( \. Berg managed shell 
game. 

The June 15, 
an extensive article 
sonnel. It follows: 

Al W. Copeland, 


were 


Tew 


lettered, 





lerworld 
Loy. 
Bob 
show 
annex 


side show was 


big 


the 


1929 Billboard contained 
listing the full per- 
general 


manager, 
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half and made into cabins for a 


tourist court 


Pfening Collection. 


oe 


uckel 


I dward 


Small, 
Buffal 
with 

advan 


pl ivileges. George 


house 


[he 
Robert D 
dent of 


ner. 


Wells 
and 
Judd 


( Boston ) 


lit 
and I 


I homan 


Ben 


treasurer: Red Fow! 
lark, Tom Wi! 
ront 


McGlathe! \ 
seller; Sky 
Behman, 
who had 
O Bill, Wa 
(Ski 


Ison 


rmerly trouped 
press represental 
nny) Dawson han 
ce publicity. Charles Hatt ha 
Schwartz had the 
and B. Griffin was stock 
lot superintendent was Bill Wat 
[hatcher was superinten 
ed by S. D 


DOSS 


reserve seats, assist 
Gordon arena directo! 
Dobbins was chief 
Bullock ainmaster 
Rowe as head porte! 
it W. Finney was 


d Hale was the 24 hour man 


Jones was 


COW DOYS 


with | 


was U 


general 


my Ss 


door. Col oe 


CUUORKR 


band was under the direc 
George Atterbury. 

[he show arena was 130 feet by 400 
feet and had a seating capacity of 10,000 
(reported in BB, but doubtful). One hun- 
dred spotlights flooded the performing 
area during the night shows. There 
a total of 102 performers and a 
payroll of 267 

[he performance as reviewed in San 
Francisco ran one hour and 45 minutes 
[he program was as follows: 

|. Grand entry, headed by 
on his movie mount, Silve 
Mrs. Jones on her horse, 

2. Introduction of performers; cowboys 
from Wyoming, Montana, Texas, Arizona 
and alifornia; Indians from Navajo, 
Cheyenne and Sioux tribes. 

3. Trick roping, with Buck Jones, Gor 
don Jones, Vinegar Roan and Monte 
Mickel. 

4. Pony 
and Indians. 


5. Balloon (push) ball game by 


piece COW boy 


tion of 


Was 
total 


Buck 
Buck. 


lown.” 


Jones 


and 


Express. with Ear! Dobbins 
COW - 
horseback. 
6. Exhibition of 
seven studio falling 
7. War dance by 
8. Trick and 
9. Bareback 
Charles 

Mac 


DOVS ON 


movie stunt work. 
horses 

Indians 

bucking mule act 

riding. featuring Bill Kief 


Kieffers. Bob Tavlor and 


bronco riding 


push game with 


Indian 
Jones wt 


WS and 


Buck 1 


ained horse 
and la 
bride 


horseback. by 


Irick roping ssoing 
(hase for the 
Quadrille on 
and cowgirls. 
Prairie 


ivs of 49. 


COW 


schooner. depicting the 


I8. Roman riding with Ben Dobbins 
lim Irwin. 

19. Horse thief act 

20. Trick riding by cowboys 
girls, Bill Kieffers, Ear! 
Brown, Bud Brown. Gordon Jones, 
Lewin, Stella Kieffers and Dell 


21. Indian wat 


ind 


and COW 
Buck 
Ike 


Dobbins. 


Jones 


dances 


Another coach in fair condition on the Hall 


Farm siding. Photo by P. M. McClintock 
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Four nt 
para" MAY 3 
Afterneon & Night 


16th and Bryant 


on June 3 and 4. Business here was poor 
d also. Sacramento was to follow on the 
Indians Sth, however the train kept right on go 


24. Bucking bronco riding ing, with the show blowing Sacramento 
25. Clown act by Ike Lewin. Ril and moving fast to get out of the state 
vy and Rube Miller and away from the California attach 
ments. Reno was papered for the 6th 

but the show pulled in a day ahead 
considerably Jones drove a fancy “Hollywood” 
nsive than that listed Packard auto with steer horns on the 
' Page printed program radiator \ sheriff came on the lot in 
for the opening in Ventura on Reno and showed Buck some _ papers, 
May 16th. It listed only 10 acts and Jones said nothing, he just handed 
When the how ha loaded it | the keys of the car over and the law 

official drove away 

Winnemucca, Nevada followed on the 
personnel. A 7th of June, with Elko on the 8th for a 
was rented from Saturday stand. The show moved to 


rt P 
. complete with porter Ogden, Utah for Monday the 10th. 

rg. having joined the show As Red Sonnenberg puts it, “The show ROUND: UP DAYS 
the coast and not getting limped in to Salt Lake : My on the 1ith, Appearing in Person each Performance 

rnes show as planned, coming on the lot on the heal and toe, 

sleepel He the lot was jammed, and it looked like 

show was finally going to get a big 

mM; day, the tip was all around the red 

show bum wagon But lo and behold our joy 

the promised was Short lived, as they were all shysters 


Pullman. that irying to get their attachments in first 

vervbodv w: As fast as the scratch came in that day Charras + Stunt Riders anp 

— ee somebody snatched it.’ One of the In Exponents of Western Ranch Life 
7 


dians said he had $600 tn the wagon 
safe keeping, and this went along with al mua </] Wonderfu} Spectacle 4 
other cash during the Salt Lake on of Astounding Moagnibude 
slaught. i) Guderhasnung (ducational 
[he show then moved on to Provo, 
tah on the 12th, Price the 13th, and Newspaper advertisement for the San 
Grand Junction, Colorado on the 14th Francisco engagement. Pfening Collection. 
Montrose and Glenwood Springs fol- 
lowed on the |Sth and 17th. the city sas City, Missour! where it was reor- 
played on the |&8th is unknown. Salida, ganized for a reopening. 
Colorado was the stand on the 19th with [he July 6th Billboard reported that 
Canon City and Pueblo on the 20th Clint Finney had left Kansas City for 
and 21st. Chicago to negotiate railroad contracts. 
l6th and [he Jones organization, such as it was, Finney stated that the show had been 
made Colorado Springs on the 22nd and reorganized and would open again at 
moved on to Denver tor a two day stand Sedalia, Missouri on July Ist. While in 
on the 24th and [he show folded Kansas City, Finney had engaged Bill 
Denver. Penny to go to an Indian reservation in 
One thing the show d ave Was the Black Hills and secure 30 Indians. 
opeland wa ankets, the vestibule of one of the He purchased two trucks for the advance 
ceeded by another Hollywood first leeping cars was loaded with them. Iw and placed Howard Hendricks as man- 
May as manage! dustrious employees took their pay ager of the No. 1 advertising car and 
Oakland followed for a two day stand blankets, helping themselves and once Charles McCurren as manager of the 
them to a group of Mexican Gandy No. 2 car. Jack Lynch joined as special 
Dancers working on the Denver and agent and Ora Parks came on from New 
Rio Grande. York-to handle press work 
[he equipment was moved on to Kan D. T. Pilchard, who turned out to be 
the angel for the show took over as 
manager and may have pumped some 





additional money into the show to at 
tempt to save his earlier investment 

[he July 2nd stand is unknown. Mat! 

ill was played on the 3rd and Mexico 

ly 4th date. The July 13th 

Billboard reported that Mexico gave two 

good houses. Bill Penny was back on the 

show with a score of Indians from the 

Rose Bud an Pine Ridge reservations 

joined aS a special 

iynhour had come 

gent. A big din 

cook house on In 

dependence Day, a 1 new privilege Cal 


opened that « 
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Moving into Illinois the show made 
Carlinville on the 5th, Granite City the 
6th, Alton the 8th, Springfield on the 
9th, Bloomington the 10th and Cham- 
paign the 11th. 

Even though the show was moving, 
after reopening, with a fair amount of 
success, the creditors in Los Angeles were 
hot on the show’s trail. A temporary in- 
junction was issued in the L.A. court 
halting the show at the July 12th stand 
in Danville, Illinois, according to the 
Billboard. Clint Finney reported later in 
the Billboard that the show had not 
closed due to bad business, and that 
actually business had been satisfactory 
since the reorganization in Kansas City. 

However the Danville Commercial 


News reported another story. Its version 


in substance was as follows: DeWhitt T. 
Pilchard (previously mentioned as the 
angel), filed an injunction against the 
Jones show and asked that a receiver be 
appointed. He stated that he had in- 
vested $25,000 in the show. Of this 
$15,000 was secured by a note against 
the Dell Holding Corporation, of Los 
Angeles, a Buck Jones company. The 
evening show had been completed when 
the papers were served. 

The July 17th issue of the paper re- 
ported that attorneys for Jones fixed the 
damage at about $12,000 after the in- 
junction had been dissolved by Judge 
Charles Shuey. The sheriff’s department 
had men on hand at the fairground to 
guard the property of the show. They 
were paid $347.50 for one week’s work. 

During the hearings Buck Jones and 
his wife testified that his salary was 
$1,000 per week and he had been making 
movies for 12 years, and that he had 
been with Miller Bros. 101 Ranch as well 
as Ringling-Barnum. He further stated 
that some of his people were under con- 
tract and some were working under ver- 
bal agreements. 

Jones told a newspaper reporter that 
the show would reopen and that he was 
in full charge, that Pilchard had claimed 
that he wanted a hand in the manage- 
ment but was told that he was not 
wanted. 

Buck Jones did reopen the show for 
a performance on Friday the 19th. Two 
additional performances were given on 
Sunday the 21st. All proceeds from these 
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A waffle sided baggage wagon, probably 
from McCart’s Fairyland Carnival. Photo 
from Ralph Hadley. 


shows went to employees to cover part 
of their back wages. 

At this late date it might be assumed 
that Jones came up with some cash and 
squared Pilchard. The train was loaded 
and pulled out on the Wabash at 6:15 
p.m. on July 23rd for St. Louis. Jones 
private railroad car remained in Dan- 
ville. The rest of the show was moved to 
the William P. Hall farm in Lancaster, 
Mo. Bill Woodcock was working for Hall 
at the time and helped unload the equip- 
ment. 

After word of the closing spread 
through outdoor show business a number 
of circus owners and others went to 
Danville trying to sign the western star 
to appear with their show. Those re- 
ported to have been in Danville were 
Fred Buchanan, Jerry Mugivan, Bert 
Bowers, Col. Zack Miller, R. M. Harvey, 
California Frank Hafley, P. N. Branson 
and J. D. Newman. Fred Buchanan was 
the successful bidder and Jones and his 
private railroad car joined the Robbins 
Bros. Circus in Fremont, Nebraska on 
July 24, 1929. 

A number of the working men, left 
broke in Danville, were picked up by the 
Sells-Floto show which played there on 
July 30th. Bill Penny returned the Sioux 
Indians to their homes, having arranged 
with Fred Buchanan to carry them on 
the Robbins show as far as Valentine, 
Nebraska. 

The newspaper ads ahead of the 
Buchanan show started using the title 
Robbins Bros. Circus and Buck Jones 
Wild West Combined. Some of the Jones 
advertising cuts were incorporated in the 
Robbins ads. Jones remained with the 
Robbins show until October, when he left 
for California taking his private car and 
15 head of horses. 

For over two years, while researching 
material for this article, the author has 
attempted to find out if any of the Jones 
equipment was sold by Hall for use on 
other shows. From the photographs taken 
at Lancaster by Bill Woodcock, which 
are used to illustrate this article, it is 
evident that most of the wagons and 
coaches rotted away in a field. However 


one tally-ho wagon did go to the Cole 
show with the Robbins equipment tn the 
fall of 1934. It was not used by Adkins 
and Terrell. The author observed it on 
the Bradley farm outside of Rochester, 
Indiana, in April of 1955. The Jones 
title was very faded but could be seen. 

There was some thought that the flat 
cars, along with the new stock cars, 
which were the only first class units on 
the show, may have been divided between 
the Robbins and the 101 Ranch shows. 
This has been discounted, however. 

The stx Warren flats and three Warren 
stock cars were shipped out from Lan- 
caster. Since they carried a plaque on 
each reading, “Warren Savings Bank and 
Trust Co., Trustee, Warren, Penna., 
Owner and Lessor,” this suggests that 
the rail equipment reverted back to the 
original manufacturer. 

In any case it appears that four of the 
flats were shipped to Southern Pacific 
shops at Oakland, California in the fall 
of 1929. The SP was building 10 flats 
for the Foley & Burk carnival at the 
tre. An old SP employee advised Don 
Marcks that he remembered the cars 
arriving and that they had the Jones 
title painted on them. These cars are 
still in use by the Foley & Burk shows. 

And so the end of the story of the 
Buck Jones Wild West and Round Up 
Days. Although the show toured six 
states for 41 stands, it has not been pos- 
sible to locate photos of the show on the 
lot. Reference was made a number of 
years ago to a set of Buck Jones pictures 
in an album being offered for sale by A. 
Morton Smith, however, we have been 
unsuccessful in finding any prints of 
these photos. 

Perhaps a Bandwagon reader may have 
photos of the Jones show, if so we would 
like to publish them in a future issue. 

As for Mr. Jones, he did not return to 
outdoor show business after leaving Rob- 
bins Bros. in 1929. He continued making 
western films, mostly for Monogram Pic- 
tures. He was the idol of small boys 
throughout the country and it was es- 
timated that 3,000,000 of them joined 
the Buck Jones Rangers. 

In the fall of 1942 Jones was on a 
War Bond selling tour. During a stop in 
Boston, Massachusetts, he was guest of 
honor at a party given by Monogram 
Pictures and the New England exhibitors 
of his pictures, at the Cocoanut Grove 
night club. Fire broke out in the club 
and Jones suffered third and second de- 
gree burns. He died on November 30, 
1942 in the Massachusetts General Hos- 
pital at the age of 53. 

The following were most helpful in 
providing information for this article: 
Joe Bradbury, Richard Conover, Don 
Marcks, and Leonard Farley. C. A. 
“Red” Sonnenberg was a key to many 
“inside” facts about the show, having 
traveled with it. Johnny Fulghum checked 
the Danville newspapers and supplied 
important information on the closing 
there. 
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| AM STILL IN THE MARKET 
FOR A 
“GIANT” SIDE-SSHOW BANNER 


CONTACT — 
MORGAN M. KRAMER 
Lock Box 516 
CITY OF ROCKWOOD 
Michigan 


M & M (Hungry Jack) Kramer 
FATTEST BUFF in the CHS 
FASTEST DRAW in the midWEST 


“GIANT” BANNER DESIRED 


For 
Sizable 


Circus Museum 


TATTOOING 


Two revealing books — by a tattooed girl. 
“How To Do Good Tattooing” with 30 full 
page pictures. “The Story of a Tattooed 
Girl” with 135 pictures, both including 
many of the authoress. These books show 
exclusive pictures of the world’s most 
beautiful tattooed girls, never previously 
published. 
Price each, $5 surface, $7 airmail. 
Catalogue of Tattoo Supplies Equipment. 
Photos, $1 airmail. 


Reply, Miss Cindy Ray, P.O. Box 34, 
lvanhoe, Victoria, Australia. 


TATTOOING 
“How To Do Good Tattooing” 
“The Story of a Tattooed Girl’ 
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PART IV, THE WINTER OF 
1935- 36 


Work continued In C 


stalled 
the side 
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WOODEN 
RINGS & 
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nained in Rochester to help train the 


WIV arriy 


General Agent Floyd King resigned, 


‘fective January 1, and left the show to 


rve in the same capacity on the Ring 
wned Al G. Barnes Circus. He 


as replaced by J. D. Newman. Othe! 


than the King shift there was no othe! 


ajor change in personnel 
[he Billboard dropped a real bomb 


shell in early anuary by announcing 


ar 


ts would not put 
Circus on. the 
would rem; 
mentioned that 
ily in 1935 
the meml 


id peen 





Photo No. 1 — Group of baggage wago 


Rochester quarters ready for the paint 


shop. March 28, 1936. Photo by Burt Wilson 





Photo No. 2—Cole Bros. railway cars on 
newly built sidings at right and rear of 
main quarters buildings, Rochester, Ind. Clyde 
Beatty’s act is working in outdoor training 
arena in foreground, March 28, 1936. Photo 
by Burt Wilson. 


blocks sufficient to handle 60 cats and 
floor rings for 35 elephants. A direct 
tunnel ran from the dens to the training 
arena. An elephant ring would be lo- 
cated in the adjacent horse barn along 
with several circles where ring and 
menage stock are now being worked. The 
elephants for the time being were located 
about a quarter of a mile away from the 
main buildings at the site purchased 
from the Chicago Nipple Co. last winter. 
After the transfer of the elephants to 


their new home the present bull barns 
will be converted into a wagon storage 


area. During the previous winter much 
of the painting of wagons took place at 
this location. 

There was a slight break in tempera- 
ture about Feb. I5 and the cats were 
moved into their new quarters, however 
the bulls were not moved as planned and 
remained at their present location. They 
may not have actually gone to the new 
bull barn until after the 1936 season at 
which time the show closed the site 
obtained from Chicago Nipple and lo- 
cated all winter quarters activities at the 
main location. 


Photo No. 7— Former Barnum & London 
pony floats ‘Mother Goose,” “Old Woman 
in Shoe,” and “Cinderella’’ on Cole Bros. lot 
in 1936. Photo by Bob Good. 
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The quarters shops opened about Feb. 
1S and it was claimed a crew of 250 men 
was put to work readying the train, 
wagons, and other equipment for the 
1936 season. Ernest Sylvester, after 
serving 12 years as superintendent of 
the paint department at Peru with Hagen- 
beck-Wallace, Sells-Floto, and John Rob- 
inson circuses, joined Cole and was 
placed in charge of the paint shop. Fred 
Seymore was in overall charge of the 
shop activity with Charlie Luckey direct- 
ing the carpenter work. W. A. Dyke 
was in charge of the harness shop and 
reported the show had purchased con- 
siderable new harness in addition to re- 
pairing the old leather. 

As was customary the prévious winter 
Adkins and Terrell passed up no oppor- 
tunity to put various acts and animals to 
work during the winter months. Clyde 
Beatty and his animal act was originally 
booked for eight weeks of theaters but 
closed at the Cleveland Palace, canceling 
Pittsburgh and Philadelphia due to in- 
sufficient stage room. A Cole unit was 
booked into a number of winter circuses. 
Harry McFarland was in charge of the 
unit which consisted of Eddie Allen with 
trained elephants, Capt. John Smith with 
i2 menage horses, and Albert Fleet and 
Jack Joyce with sea lions. One sea lion 
died in transit to the Minneapolis Shrine 
Circus. Later if was announced that for 
the Omaha Ak Sar Ben Indoor Circus 
the Cole unit also had trained dogs and 
monkeys. 

On February 8 the show found it neces- 
sary to execute Major. a large tusker, 
and one of the last elephants obtained 


Photo No. 3 — Press day at Rochester quar- 
ters, March 28, 1936. Newly painted Lion and 
Mirror Bandwagon is at right, cages at left. 
Photo by Burt Wilson. 


from the Hall Farm. The animal had 
attacked and injured Walter Powell on 
January 18 and again on February 6 had 
charged J. E. Smith, who had handled 
him on several shows. The huge bull 
was dropped by a single shot, a 30-30 
steel bullet being used. The tusks were 
salvaged and the carcass went to a local 
fertilizer plant. The death of Major re- 
duced the Cole elephant herd to 28. 

In early March the show sold a truck- 
load of animals to Ray Marsh Brydon 
for his Rice Bros. Circus which was in 
quarters at Jackson, Tenn. Included in 
the deal was a large lioness. Cole pur- 
chased two new jumping horses from 
the Culver Military Academy Black 
Horse Troop and by late March it was 
announced that Jack Joyce had the lib- 
erty acts running smoothly and John 
Smith had broken 10 new menage horses. 
Through the years Zack Terrell. who 
was a great lover of horses, consistently 
purchased the best that could be ob- 
tained for the show. 

The March 21 Billboard reported that 
Floyd King had resigned as general agent 
of the Barnes show and was returning to 
Cole Bros., being replaced on Barnes by 
Arthur Hopper. J. D. Newman, who had 
joined Cole as general agent after King 


Photo No. 8 — Huge big top on Cole Bros. 
lot, season of 1936. Menagerie in  back- 
ground. Photo by Bob Good. 
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Photos 4, 5, 6—Cages just out of the 
paint shop at Rochester quarters and ready 
for the new season. Photo taken March 28, 
1936. Photo by Burt Wilson. 


left in January. remained in that position 
while King became general press repre- 
sentative, handling all of the show's 
newspaper work. Newman, in addition 
to being general agent, handled every- 
thing pertaining to the advance outside 
of the newspaper work. 

An event of publicity importance took 
place on March 17 with the birth of a 
baby camel, who was named Patrick 
Rochester. 


The show’s rail equipment was placed 
in good shape and the March 21 Bill- 
board stated that the No. | advance car 
had returned from the Monon Railroad 
shops at Lafayette, Ind.. where it was 
completely overhauled and new trucks 
added. It was fitted with new paste 


making equipment and equipped with a | 


110 volt Delco light plant. For the 1936 
sezson William Backell was the = car 
manager and Clyde Williard the brigade 
manager. The car was painted red omit- 
ting the cream window band it had in 
1935 and was lettered above the windows 
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“Cole Bros. World Toured Circus” and 
underneath, “Featuring Clyde Beatty, 
Greatest Wild Animal Trainer of All 
Time.” The show claimed in the Bill- 
board that six new stock cars were re- 
ceived in the Spring of 1936 but this 
report is believed to be in error. Gordon 
Potter, who was a frequent visitor to the 
Rochester quarters in those days, lists 
in his notes that one new stock car did 
arrive in quarters in the Spring of 1936 
and although he was not positive, he 
believed the car was brand new. At least 
it had the appearance of being com- 
pletely new. 

For the 1936 season the show traveled 
on 30 cars with one in advance and 29 
back. Cars back consisted of seven 
stocks, 14 flats, and eight coaches. Potter 
says he observed a Warren built flat car, 
No. 34, painted orange and titled ““Dod- 
son’s World Fair Shows” at the quarters 
in the Spring of 1936 and although he 
doesn’t know the fully story on it he 
was told that the car which had been 
returned to Rochester in mid-season 1935 
when Cole cut the train from 35 to 30 
cars, was rented to Dodson. It seems 
somewhat unusual that a carnival would 
rent a flat so late in the season, however 
it is possible. Conceivably there could 
have involved a switch of flats between 
Cole and Dodson for some reason. In 
any event, Potter lists in his notes that 
after Cole departed for the 1936 season. 
there were a total of six cars left in 
quarters, three stocks, one coach, and two 
flats. These six cars, in addition to the 30 
on the road, would make a total of 36 
show owned cars. The new stock car 
would add one to the original 35 the 
show had used in 1935. Another note 
Potter made in the fall of 1936 was that 
Cole had rented one flat and three stocks 
to a carnival, evidently from the excess 
cars left in quarters. 

The same color scheme of aluminum 
for the flats and stocks and red for the 
coaches was used in 1936, however the 
lettering on the flats was now red with 
light green shading rather than the blue 
with orange shading used in 1935. Title 
on cars now read “Cole Bros. World 
Toured Circus with Clyde Beatty.” 
Coaches were painted solid red omitting 
the cream window band used in 1935. 
Some of the numbers on the flats, stocks, 
and coaches were switched around for 
1936. Likewise some of the names on 
the coaches were changed. Potter noted 
when he was in Rochester on April 6, 
1936, that there were two No. 75 stock 
cars, one newly painted to go on the 
road, the other car bearing its 1935 num- 
ber and. paint scheme not scheduled to 
go out. No detailed train loading order 
for 1936 has been obtained but photos 
indicate that both of the Warren built 
flats were in the train and it was loaded 
similar to the train in late season 1935 
after the cut from 35 to 30 cars. The 
new stock car was numbered 41. 

In contrast to the previous winter when 
the show was only able to give a min- 


imum of repair to the newly obtained 
wagons which in several instances were 
in pretty poor condition the show spared 
no effort to get the rolling stock in first 
class condition. Primary attention was 
given to the cages and tableau wagons 
and all of these were put in excellent 
condition by time the show opened. Many 
of the wheels were sent to St. Mary’s to 
be repaired and the America wagon was 
equipped with a new set of rear wheels. 
Considerable repair work was also done 
to the baggage wagons. Charlie Brady, 
the wagon repair boss, reported in the 
March 21 Billboard that all baggage and 
parade wagons had been equipped with 
new drawbar and brake equipment for 
tractor hauling. 

The 1936 Cole Bros. wagon list printed 
here is an official show document which 
Gordon Potter got directly off the wall of 
the paint shop in Rochester. Some of 
the notes on it are not completely clear, 
particularly when it refers to a wagon 
as “new.” Certainly the two generator 
wagons listed as new were not new as 
they had been built only the year before. 
In other instances where the word “new” 
is mentioned it is not known for sure if 
it means the wagon was built completely 
new from the ground up as many would 
be done within the next couple years or 
if it was only an extensive rebuild. It is 
believed the latter is probably true in 
most cases. The show’s shop force ex- 
tensively rebuilt a former Robbins Bros. 
14 ft. cage, which was not used in 1935. 
Some three feet was added onto it, 
making it actually 17 ft. in length rather 
than the 12 ft. listed on the cage Iist. 
This was No. 20 which was painted 
white and used to house sea lions in 1936. 
The No. 28 den, which had sea lions in 
1935, was reserved for the hippopotamus 
which was to be added at the show’s 
stand at South Bend. The high sunboard 
was removed and replaced with a lower 
board on which was painted “Hippopo- 
tamus From River Nile.” A total of 15 
cages were carried in 1936. Nos. 12 and 
14 were cross cages and loaded that way 
on the train and were the only two of 
the four cross cages used that had been 
carried in 1935. In reworking the cross 
cages practically all of the former carv- 


Photo No. 9 — Loaded flat cars, season of 
1936. Stringer wagon No. 106 in foreground 
is heavily loaded and the only stringer wagor 
carried in 1936. Pfening Collection. 





Photo No. 10 and 11 — Photos 10 and 11 
give an excellent panorama of Cole Bros. flat 
cars loaded with the 15 cages carried in 
1936. Wagons coming down runs on string 


ings were removed. Cages No. 19 and 
26 were the two 16 ft. dens formerly on 
Robbins Bros. and cages No. 16, 17, 18, 
21, 22, 23, 24, 25, and 27 were all ex- 
Christy Bros. 12 ft. dens. With the 


exception of the two cross cages used to 


house monkeys, No. 20 for sea lions, 
and No. 28 for the hippo, the cages were 
all used for Clyde Beatty’s performing 
lions and tigers. The color scheme for 
the cages was similar to that of 1935 
with the cage panel boards listing the 
supposedly animal contents painted some- 
what more attractively but front and rear 
cage decorations were probably not as 
extensive as that of the previous year. 
Some of the cage cover boards were 
painted ‘‘Trained Pumas,” “Trained 
Grizzly Bears,” “African Lions,” “Tiger 


of flats in foreground picture the red ticket 
wagon (from Christy Bros.) and No. 95 big 
top canvas wagon (from Robbins Bros.) P. M. 
McClintock Photo. 


Riding on Back of An Elephant,” and 
“Trained Black Panthers.” The panel 
boards directly above the cage bars were 
again lettered “Clyde Beatty’s Trained 
Wild Animals” but the layout is just 
Slightly different with that of 1935. This 
difference can be seen by comparing 1935 
and 1936 cage photos and this very slight 
different arrangement of the lettering is 
a key for identifying the year of undated 
photos. 

As can be noted on the wagon list 
many wagon numbers were changed with 
the general trend to more uniform num- 
bering and the use of lower numerals. 

No. 64, now used as the Frozen Cus- 
tard wagon, was the wagon originally 
outfitted to carry Jumbo II, the African 
elephant. 


Only one stringer wagon, No. 106. 
was carried in 1936. It was very heavily 
loaded and when lots were too soft it 
was spotted on the street and the load 
carried over to the big top. In 1935 the 
show had two stringer wagons, No. 93 
and No. 104. The latter was renumbered 
106 for 1936 and it is believed No. 93 
was dismantled with the gears, wheels, 
and other parts used on another wagon 
or either was rebuilt into a shorter wagon 
for other purposes. Potter says he never 
saw the other stringer wagon around the 
quarters after the 1936 season began and 
in 1937 when the show again used two 
Stringer wagons it was necessary to build 
a new one. 

Old No. 83 wagon was extensively re- 
modeled to contain a dog compartment 
at the front end of the vehicle. 

Baggage wagons for 1936 were painted 
red with the title in yellow and gears 
and wheels white with red and blue trim. 
They looked very good and were in much 





better condition than a year earlier al- 
though the paint job the initial season 
was probably a little fancier. 

All of the show’s parade wagons that 
were used at the beginning of the 1935 
season were carried in 1936 with excep- 
tion of the short unafon wagon. Inci- 
dently this unafon wagon was listed in 
earlier articles as being No. 78 in 1935S. 
This is incorrect. It was actually No. 
118. There was a No. 78 baggage wagon 
carried in 1935 which was used as the 
performers rigging wagon and loaded 
various props, pulleys, cables, etc. for 


various acts. Most of these props were 
put into cloth bags with the name of the 
act stenciled on the outside. 

On the official 1936 wagon list the No. 
70 wardrobe wagon is the tableau com- 
monly called the Palm Tree and the 
No. 80 big band wagon is the Lion and 


Mirror. The paint and _ decorative 
scheme for the parade wagons used in 
1936 was generally the same as for the 
year before, an exception being that the 
Palm Tree Tableau in 1936 was painted 
light blue over most of the sides with 
edges trimmed in red and the carvings in 
gold leaf. The huge Lion and Mirror 
wagon was again stunning in white with 
gold leaf carvings. Asia and America 
were painted about the same as the year 
before as were the steam and air cal- 
liopes. 

The three pony floats which originated 
on the Barnum & London show in the 
80’s, “Mother Goose,” “Cinderella,” and 
“Old Woman in Shoe,” and were ob- 
tained by Cole Bros. from the Hall Farm 
became important additions to the street 
parade in 1936. These had been used on 
Fred Buchanan’s Robbins Bros. Circus 
from about 1928 through 1930 and had 
originally been obtained by him from the 
old Ringling-Barnum parade plunder at 
Bridgeport quarters. For the reader in- 
terested in the fascinating early history 
of these wagons I would refer him to 
Richard E. Conover’s article “Those 
Diminutive Tableaus, The Allegorical 
Pony Drawn Parade Floats,” Sept.-Oct. 
1960 Bandwagon. 
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Photo No. 12 —Sea Lion Den No. 20, sea- 
son of 1936. Wagon was constructed by 
rebuilding a former Robbins Bros. cage. 
Wagon was lengthened from 14 to 17 ft. 
Photo by Jack Harris. 


The show obtained all new canvas for 
the 1936 season. The big top was a 160 
ft. round with three 60 ft. middles and 
was considerably more adaptable than 
was the one used in 1935. Other tent 
sizes were about the same as for the 
previous year, however Potter believes 
the cookhouse may have been a little 
larger. 

Seating in the big top was adjusted 
to the different size big top put into use 
in 1936. There were 8 sections of chairs 
on the long side (16 lengths, 8 chairs to 
each length) and 3% sections of chairs 


Photo No. 13 — Advance Car No. 1, season 
of 1936. Jim McRoberts Collection. 


on each side of the bandstand on the 
back side. Grandstand chairs were all 
12 tiers high. There were about 40 
lengths of blues located on both ends of 
the big top. 

With Hagenbeck-Wallace now out of 
the picture Cole Bros. was able to obtain 
the Stadium in Chicago for the 1936 
opening indoor stand. The building was 
newer and had a larger seating capacity 
than the Coliseum which was used by 
Cole in 1935 while Hagenbeck-Wallace 
was in opposition at the Stadium at the 
same time. Opening date for the 1936 
season was set for April 11. 

The new press staff for 1936 was a 
strong ome and was headed by Floyd 
King, general press agent. Other mem- 
bers included Earl Sissom, contracting 


press agent; Robert E. Hickey and Ora 
Parks, story men; Rex de _ Rosselli, 
special exploitation. 

A large press banquet and preview 
was held at the Rochester quarters on 
April 6 and was widely attended by Chi- 
cago and midwestern press, wire, and 
feature services. Several newsreel com- 
panies were also on hand. The press 
€epartment announced that the parade 
would again be a feature in 1936 with 
four bands, three pony floats, the huge 
Lion bandwagon, and it was promised 
that the entire herd of 28 elephants would 
be carried, however, as it will be later 
related, only 20 were taken on the tour. 

Although the opening Chicago stand 
would be free of competition this year 
the show nevertheless billed the Windy 
City very heavily. No parade was 
planned for Chicago and the show an- 
nounced that neither the menagerie nor 
sideshow would be used at the Chicago 
indoor stand but that these features 
would be picked up at the opening stand 
under canvas. 

And so the 1936 season was at hand. 
Only three railroad shows were on the 
road, Ringling-Barnum on 90 cars, and 
Al G. Barnes and Cole Bros. both on 30 
cars. Major motorized shows included 
Tom Mix, Downie Bros., Russell Bros., 
Seils-Sterling, Barnett Bros., and Rice 
Bros. The season had the greatest num- 
ber of circuses on the road in many 
years. There were fully 30 large, med- 
ium, and small motorized circuses out 
that season. Ken Maynard’s Diamond K 
Ranch Wild West Show, which would 
have been the fourth railroad show to 
go out that season, never got going. El- 
mer H. Jones had a two car show, Cooper 
Bros., on the road in Canada in 1936. 

The street parade was getting to be 
more of a rarity all the time. The 
previous year, 1935, was the last year 
of a goodly number of circus parades 
but for 1936 both Tom Mix and Downie 
Bros. discontinued the daily parade. 
Bailey Bros., under new management, 
also cancelled the parade. Although Rice 
Bros., Seal Bros. and perhaps a few 
more of the smaller motorized shows 
continued to parade, the street parade 
was fast becoming a great rarity and the 
popularity of the huge Cole Bros. rail- 
road show parade couldn’t have been 
greater wherever the show played in 
1936. 

(Special Note: I am greatly indebted 
to the following persons for help in pre- 
paring this series of articles, Homer 
Walton, Gordon Potter, Frank Pouska, 
Fred Pfening Jr., Tom Scaperlanda. 
Sverre Braathen, Dick Conover, Bob 
Bernard, Chang Reynolds, Richard Rey- 
nolds, Floyd King, Arnold Maley, and 
Bob Brisendine. The original copies of 
the documents used in the first install- 
ment were given by Arnold Maley to 
Bob Brisendine and are a part of his 
collection. The next installment will cover 
the staff, performance, parade, route, 
and events of the 1936 season.) 





WAGON LIST — SEASON 1936 Props & dogs 
Old No. 75 Dr. Canvas 
CAGES 76 Props 
Cross cage t. | /7 Arena 
Den (cross) tt. ; Props 
Den t. 79 Air calliope 
Den i, ELEPHANIS 
Den Big band wagon 
Den t. MENAGERIE 
Seal : 2 te : Sl Baggage wagon 
Den = oh BIG TOP 
Den 91 Pole wagon 
Den ia oh 2 92 Stake driver 
Den iz it. 93 Jacks 
Den rt. 94 Big top canvas 
Den 12 ft. 2 95 Big top canvas 
Den ) me a 96 Chairs 
Hippo Den 18 ft. : 97 Chairs 
COOK HOUSE New 98 Chairs 
Water wagon “6 8 99 Ring curbs (3) 
Grocery 5 100 Rigging for BI 
Boiler Ne 101 Blue Plank & B. Backs 
Cook house ee Ne 102 Blue planks 
103 Blues & B. Backs 
STABLES 104 Bibles 
Stable tents 105 Stake & Chain 
LIGHTS 106 Stringer wagon 
Generators 107 Gilley wagon 
Generators Clyde Beatty automobile 
SIDE SHOW “Mother Goose,” “Cinderella” & “Old 
| Woman in Shoe” 
Fordson 
B. S. Tickets S ft. Mack Tractor 
Custard Sf Mack Tractor 
Candy Stands Mack Tractor 
Steam calliope 58 Heavy Pieces 
PROPERTY WAGONS 3 Small Floats 
Wardrobe t. 4 Trucks 
71 America trunks — 
72 Asia trunks t. 65 
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Circus Billstands of the 


This very fine large daub was posted by Foster Burns and his bill crew made this 
the Norris & Rowe bill crew in 1908 for the bill stand at the closing stand of the 1909 
Ukiah, California date. Hagenbeck-Wallace Circus at Dyersburg, Tenn. 


Special bill stand used by advance car 
number two on the closing day of the 1912 
tour of the Downie and Wheeler Circus. 


e ay HOME: ao r 


HREAQ . tswaw 
“ RMYERS © geeee: HCROMBIE Sy 
m CMALLORY SN MALLS © 
aD WSANDERS gts? 


The Frank A. Robbins Circus made this 
daub in 1911. The posters in this picture were 
some of the finest Erie Show Print made. 
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THE 1965 CIRCUS SEASON 


By TOM PARKINSON 


This was a season of mixed resfilts in 
circus business. A number of smaller 
shows went home early or couldn't make 
it at all. But Ringling, Beatty and certain 
others reportedly did well 

Agents, booking and sponsors contin- 
ued to be a major bugaboo for all but 
a few and it was this department 
that caused the closing of some and the 
stalling of others. A develop 
ment, especially in the East, has several 
smaller tented turning to 
fans for agent’s work. A fan would book 
a show for a week then perhaps 
lake on another for a few days 

Phone operators who 
keep their exact location somewhat of a 
took to signing their ads 
telephone area codes rather than 
names. This region 
than a city for 

While billing 
portant to 
that projects, 
dozens of deserted buildings, pro 
vide good places for posting show pape! 

Perhaps the most significant thing 
about the present status of circus business 
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designates a 
their competitors 

seemed to be less im 
shows, some billposters dis 


*covered urban renewal 


with 


is that while the nation ts enjoying great 
prosperity, a number of circuses 
are having financial troubles. In a time 
of plenty, many 
short money. 
Other observations 
Many performances ran 
90 minutes 
Most tent 
people. 
Hippos were nearly as 
truck elephants 


good 


circuses are still on 


from 75 to 


shows seated about 1600 
numerous on 


shows as used to. be, 


The marquee of the Fairyland Circus show 
during its short tour in 1965. Photo by Tom- 
mie Randolph. 


and they probably outnumbered the 
camels 
Ringling-Barnum made major changes 
in the performance, with dozens of new- 
comers, particularly from Iron Curtain 
countries, among its 185 people. Buddy, 
Rudy and Tuffy (North, Bundy and 
Genders) again were the kingpins, and 
they rolled it on 22 This included 
five tunnel cars, four stock cars and 13 
using some of the five New 
York Central coaches recently purchased 
lo augment last year’s train 
Opening at its own new 
Venice, with Sarasota’ss New College as 
benefactor, the advertised four 
shows and did five full ones January 9-10, 
then pulled out on the 11th. The numer- 
ous pre-Garden towns included Greens- 
boro, N.C., and Charleston, W. Va. (both 
big) in February and Baltimore and 
Philadelphia in March 
New York (April 1l-May 9) drew ex- 
cellent mail orders and grossed a re- 
ported $2,000,000. There were no Mon- 
day performances except in Easter week. 
that recalls John Ringling’s balk 
igainst such a schedule in 1929. Show 
umes differed in Easter week and other 
imes, but night shows a week 
replaced by twilight 
performances. Several rea 
were cited but back of it all un- 
doubtedly was the reluctance of New 
York families to venture out into crime- 
subways and after dark 
Crime was brought home April 21 when 
clown Paul Jung was brutally murdered 
in his hotel 
Show played 
chedule again 


Car©rs. 


sleepers, 


arena in 


show 


a Tact 


several 
vere either early o1 
Ol morning 


SONnS 


idden streets 


room. 

Boston in a_ split-shift 
After loronto it can 
Buffalo and Toledo 
1500-mi'e, $18,000 jump to 
Houston’s new Astrodome. There it 
played to a sensational gate count once 
of 42,000, but on other days it had 8,000 
customers rattling around in the 54,000 


celled Rochester. 


to make a 


seats. [he date was a big grosser. 

Another big jump took Ringling from 
Houston to Chicago, 1,073 miles, fol- 
Milwaukee and the Circus 
Museum's parade plus Schlitz’s 
a performance. Ringling and 
Museum trains were side by side in the 
Milwaukee yards in a rare concentration 
of circus rolling stock. 

\ third long jump in quick succession 
too Ringling 1.643 miles to the Calgary 
Stampede. From Edmonton ts was 1,084 
to Portland changeable 
Chicago weekends were good, Milwaukee 
fair, Calgary big, Edmonton fair, Port- 
land weak, Seattle strong. There was a 
sandwich stand in the Bay area, with San 
Francisco played on weekends at eithe: 


lowed by 
World 
buy-out ol 


Business Was 


side of a midweek stay in Oakland. The 
los Angeles Sports arena was deep in 
the race riot area of Los Angeles and 
Ringling was where the action was. The 
stand August 11-24. A morning 
show was given on Saturday, August 14, 
but the riots caused: cancellation of 
more that day plus two on Sunday and 
Monday. 

Eastward trek was routine until a bull 


Was 
two 
two on 
car derailed en route to Cleveland Octo 


Ihe show 
the 


ber |4 was hours late, moved 
while the 
watched, and finally got the show unde! 
way at 10 p.m. Show with three 
days ending November 28 at Tampa 

Throughout the season there were re 
ports that Madison Square Garden Cor- 
poration would buy the Early 
1965, Art Concello had indicated such 
a purchase would be tried and that if tl 
failed the Garden would frame 
its own new show. Either way, the story 
Concello would be the Garden's 
choice for manage! 

Ihe offer was made. [The Forty-Niners 
quoted a price. John North said his 51% 
would cost 5.1 million, whereupon the 
Forty-Niners their price had 
up to 4.9 million. This was several times 
the price the Garden had paid earlier for 
Holiday on Ice (and its Ringling-built 
train). In July this much was stake and 
chain talk everywhere in the _ business, 
but it died out. In November Garden 
stock suddenly came to life and publica 
tion in both financial and show 
fields reasoned this must mean the Ring- 
ling deal again. A 
had the total price at 9 million, with the 


into arena audience 


closed 


show 


seek to 


went, 


said gone 


business 


was on late version 


The walk-through marquee of the Carson 


& Barnes Circus is shown opening day in 


Hugo, Okla. Photo by Tommie Randolph. 








King Bros. office and ticket 
flashy 


master Roger Boyd 


wagon, showing 


the usual paint job by King ring 


Bradbury Photo 


supulation that the Norths would be 


hired to run it 
lhrough 


Ringling’s finale at Tampa 


there was no further word on a sale 
Meanwhile, the trade ocked to rumors 
that Concello was buying the Beat 

Cole-King-Sells & Gray entente. also 


unconfirmed. A late report strongly sug 


gests that Concello has purchased shares 


owned by Bonnie Kernan, and perhaps 


Jerry Collins 

Even if everyone goes Out next season 
with the same shows they had in this, the 
rumors showed that the old business still 
had its life and remarkable capacity for 


You 


ed plans 


generating intriguing possibilities 
could even find those who belie\ 
were afoot for a new rail show 

Biggest of the 
Beatty & 
150 with three SOs. band of eight 
11 bulls, 3.800 seats, Sealo 


and a new performance on its 


tented shows, Clyde 


Bros. Circus, trouped 
hippo 


bagpipe! 


( Oi 


$6 trucks 


But mosl Important Was Whal wasn I 
there Clyde Beatty He was al qual 
ters and worked the act in Long Island 


Arena and a few more Spots But illness 


Hoxie Bros. elephants Bonnie and 


are shown in front of bull semi. Taken at a 


May first stand in Eatonton, Ga 


Photo. 





Susie 


Bradbury 
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overtook him again in Pennsylvania and 


he left it all in the good hands of 


l those 
who owned his title and worked his cats 
Beatty went Ventura, 


death came July 19. He lett a mark as 


home to where 


one of circusdom’s all-time big time 


greats. His name is One of perhaps no 


more than six. including that of Ring 
i vhich the general public recalls 


trucked out of 
Lee | Island 
Arena, Commack, New York, April 15 
25. The next day it was under canvas al 
Woodbridge. N. J. In 


was breaking in a new lol 


another month tt 
al Philadelphia 
in conjunction with Amusements Ol 
America carnivaland in direct opposition 


ni-Wallace 


with the Strates cal 


to the combination of Christia 
and Hamid-Morton 
all on the established Lighthouse 
Hamid had Harriet Beatty s 
under the Cristiani top, just to 
Philadelphia 


nival, 
lot. George 
Cal acl 
keep the 
Von Bros 


area at the same time 


pot boiling. And 
stuck its nose into the Philly 

In fact, May was an 
irrow-follower’s nightmare Beattv-Cole. 
Cristiani-Wallace, King Bros... Sells & 
Gray. Earl and Von Bros. were 


those around at the 


Pennsylvania in 


amone 
time 

The Philadelphia thing was all three 
sheet and little 
After that Beatty-Cole played New York, 
Connecticut and 


business for anvone 


lune. 
June 19, the day 


died. [he 


Massachusetts in 
including Syri 
Clyde Beatty 


iCuSse, 


made the 


show 














ve ey 
Bid ve) 
Clark & Walters equipment shown in Hugo 
winter quarters prior to opening of the 1965 
season. Pfening Photo 
Great Lakes states in August. Michigan 
Vas Spolly and a day-and-date matter with 


Cristiani Indianapolis, August 7-8, 
harmless to all concerned Elsewhere 
business was good until rains hurt subur 
n stands ound Chicago 
lexa Came nexl Dallas was circused 
Ol ind business was ght. Opposition 


included that of Gus Bell show. Beatty 


Cole played Houston October 1-3 and 


peated at Ne Orleans before scurry 
I cross the South to close at St 
Pe sburg Novem|t ’. The 209-playing 
days of the season nclude a ratt oft 
Sund oO | nee 





Back in DeLand the show could re 
x in the knowledge that it moved along 
ell despite changes made necessary in 

ny of the ope ng departments this 

ison I Kperienced dep; riment heads 
vere fewer and ftewet repl icements were 
n rdei to find 


During the 


many a YBUeSS 


winter there would be 
future 
Would 


share this time 


in ibout the show's 
Would Concello really buy in? 


Jonnie Kernan sell het 


Beers 
big top and property truck 
N.C May 15. Bradbury 


The oldest truck show on the road 
Barnes Circus. The 


are shown in Sylva 


Photo. 






with a 
Cly de 


during 


Hartman shown here 


Joe Red 


roll-over tiger, is carrying on the 


Beatty wild animal act. Shown here 


the Dallas, Texas date of Beatty Cole. Photo 


by Tommie Randolph. 


around? Would the Bea 
in the title indefinitely? 

\ key replacement 
but performer Joe (Red) Hartman, 
filled Beatty's He'd 
most of the time for a year. But 
Philadelphia one truckload of 
went to a zoo and what 
was the Hartman act. It was up to 
from that critical 

Beatty 
| ucio 
tiant had elephants out with 
and other shows. But most of the Cris 
tiani family gravitated to Pete's show, the 
new Cristiani-Wallace Bros. Circus, se 
quel to last year’s Dailey Bros. shopping 
center outnt. 

Main thing about the Cristiani 
[he strong performance 
with 50-foot 


was not a staffer 
who 
been at it 
afte! 
Beatty 
was left 


him 


shoes 


cats 


moment on 
performance included 
riding act. Oscar 


lom 


Cole's 


Cristian's 


show 
was its one ring 
under a 120 
middle. Billing stressed the 
style made more familiar by 
circuses, but the layout wasn't European 
There were four seat trucks with 2400 
spots, including reserved chairs. The 90 
minute performance included riding, 
leaps, hippo walkaround and 
There were 13 trucks back, three 
no cages, pit shows, and three rosinbacks 
Show opened March 17 at Clearwater, 
Fla.. played Philadelphia May 21-31 
with Hamid and Strates to light business, 
reached Illinois and Wisconsin in July 
(and loaned the hippo to the Milwaukee 
parade), then dropped down to Ken 
tucky, Mississipp! and Texas before play 
ing New Orleans September 18-20, and 
then headed for Florida quarters. 
Joe McMahon had the 


a single 
European 


Was 


tele\ ised 


dressage 


bulls, 


adv ance and 


Page 40 


phones all season Dut reportedly closed 


there at the end of the 
very short handed 
McMahon, Paul 
Pyle and some others were out of action 
at the same time. At that Paul 
Cristiant took over the bill crew while 
Pete and Norma Cristiani kept the 
on the move 

For Mills Bros. the season 
familiar pattern. ¢ included 120 
with three 40s. The new foreign acts ar 
rived March 26 and April 6. The 26th 
tour opened April 24 at Jefferson, Ohio, 
with a party for fa 
shows. The brothers 
usual. Paul Nelson single 
liberty act and camel-llama combo unde: 
the new canvas. Harry Dodge 
the four remaining elephants 

They played Ohio in April and May, 
Michigan next, Illinois and Indiana in 
June. For the first time in many 
the show played downstate Illinois as 
well as Chicago suburbs. On July 8 the 
show was a free act at Cedar Point park, 
Sandusky. In July Mills played Ohio 
the 12th, Pennsylvania the 13th and New 
York the 14th in fast move to reach 
New England territory. It was all out 
and over for another season after October 
11 at Evans City, Pa 

Al G. Kelly & Mille 
succeeded in staying out of the limelight 
this season. During the winter D. R. Mil- 
ler had bought some horses from William 
Heyer in and reclaimed 
other animals in Mississippi, then opened 
his show out of Hugo, Okla., as of old 
He trouped his unique entrance wagon, 
two of his seat wagons, and an 80 foot 
round top with three middles. Obert 
Miller was back with the show, having 
sold his Fairyland trick 
16 trucks. 

Fred Logan worked the lion act 


his connection 
[oul [he 


al mid-season, 


CIrFCUS Was 


when 
point 
show 


follow ed 


anvas 


ns and guests between 


were on deck as 


WOI ked 


worked 


Seasons 


Bros. Cuircus 


Sarasota some 


They moved on 


and 


Freddy 
at the 


Logan is shown in the steel arena 
Kelly Miller Gainsville 
May 11, Photo by 


opening in 


Texas on 1965 Tommie 


Randolph. 
the elephants. Dory was back in the ring 
with a pony drill 


vas much like last 


[he total performance 

‘ars and the equip 
ment had not changed much. It was 
routed in Ka during May, Missout 
in June, and Indiana and Illinois in July 
[he management works hard. One wishes 
it well in fully recovering from the 
clout that it 

Apparently one of the big winners of 
It rolled 
April 
lexas 


nsas 


awtul 


has been dealt 


the season was Carson & Barnes 
out of Hugo after performances on 
18. It worked through 
and New Mexico, reached California and 
worked up and down the Coast. aboard 
18 trucks. 

[his 


serial 


westward 


show featured Sky King, IV 
played by Kirby Grant. The 
act seemed to draw kids and the show 
reportedly did good business. Its midway 


strong. Only a few sponsors 


Stal 


Was were 
used. 

Carson & Barnes had a cannon act, 
manned by Hugo Zacchini III, who made 
a debut free act on April 17 
while the original Hugo looked on at 
Hugo, Okla. The cannon was used regu- 
larly as a free act on the lot rather than 
in the top. In March the show had picked 
up a new tent made by Leaf in Sarasota, 
loaded it in a former hippo den bought 
from Pete Cristiani for the jump to 
quarters. September 8 at Antioch, Calif., 
three lions escaped from a truck. In the 
fall, Jack Moore had his circus bedded 
down for the winter, on October 19 at 
El Centro, Calif., implying an early 
spring start in California next season. 


shot as a 


Back east. Hoxie Bros. Circus — pur- 
ple trucks and all was in its fifth sea- 
son and doing okay. Opening April 12 








at ¢ show had a 60 with 


— 40) 


airo. Ga.. the 
two 30s, with new 
August delivery. [t started with 
a spec, like a show should, and gave them 
SQ minutes worth oft performance Ad 


mission was $1 and S0c. It 


and canvas OI 


dered for 


used ho 


phones but had auspices and tried not to 


repeat towns. [There were six ponies, two 
horses, an organ, 1,000 seats, the Dime 
Wilson Family and two elephants. The 
Hoxie show moved on eight trucks back 
and was routed to lennessee in May. 
Ohio in June, Pennsylvania in July and 
then back South 

Von Bros. Circus had agent trouble 
enough to force it to miss few days 
during the summe! gut it got in 23 
weeks between opening day in Muncy, 
Pa.. April 24, and closing day in the 
same state September 30. At its Sweet 


Valley Pa 
third elephant, 
like the 


Sern! 


\ On) h id added, a 
Hunt 


es On a 


quarters, 
which came from 
other two It had cag 
2 OOO 


lhe 


because of 


[ here were seals, including 


reserved chairs Conleys closed tin 


mid-season the health of one 
and 
parades 
[he 
new U.S 
This show 
York, Con 

Maryland 


S reported Lo have been big. 


Phones were used where possible, 


the CITCUS vAVE al rew Street 
band of seven 


with a 


[here was a plreces 


canvas Was replaced 
lavout in. mid-season 


Ne W Ne W 
Massachusetts, and 


len 
played 


necticut 


lersey, 


Business Wa 


With tickets at $1.50 and $1 

[his was high dollar season for Sells 
& Gray Circus. [The show had two bulls, 
|2 trucks, a hippo, cat act, phones, 1,600 


chairs. Orvan. 


performance 


seats including reserved 


drums, and a 75-minute 


The Robbins Bros. blue big top, with blue 


and orange sidewall is shown during an 


early stand in Dallas. Photo by Tommie Ran 


dolph. 





[he five-lion act was an important addi 
tion this year. 
Sells & Gray opened April 4 at Sara 


sola quarters and tapped strong business 
in the South. By May it Penn 
syivania, and on June | it blow- 
DuBois. It 


hive 


Was In 
had a 
used the 
Ihe 
and 
N.Y. August 22 
and two provinces 
Statesville, N.¢ 
King Bros., started 
Springs, Ga. It, 


down al show 
lop the next 


in Ontario all of 


side 
days 
July 
Massena, 
tour ol! ]2 


show 
returned to 


he) 


Was 


the states at 
[he 


ended October 2 at 


States 
Its sister show, 
April 10 at Sandy 
had 12 trucks 
with three 
bulls, phones, 
band of 


[here also was a used 90 
canvas banners, two 
and a 


ran YO 


30s, new 
resel ved chal 3; 


three. The performance 
minutes 

Birnam Bros. ¢ 
Antonio to 


March 6 


} 


san 
lexas, 
70 with 
and a 
strong 
[he 
Missouri on 
and then 
[he show 
Admission 
peritormance ran 


1600 seats. Two 


came out ol 
Pleasanton. 
bulls 


IrTCUus 
Open al 
vith three 
[here 
w lighting 


and ad 
trucks 
continued 


ree 30s 


were SIX 
system. It 
printed advance material. 
took it to Kansas and 
Chicago territory, 
mountain territory 
used sponsors but no phones. 
and the 
[here were 
of the elephants were bought from Little 
Bob Stevens. 


Cc 


use ol 


route 





tne wav to 
western 
Was 75¢ Lo all 


SO minutes. 


Beers-Barnes to 
booking. It 
came through the Carolinas in May and 
the Virginias in June. About July | it 
was laying off at Canheld, O., because it 


It was a struggle for 


stay out, largely because of 


had no route. Family members went up 
ihead to book and then resumed the 
tour. It got out of such pressure when 


Agent Gene Christian came back to this, 
his home after the 
Famous Cole. 

Bob Couls’ one of 
several shows that took it on the chin this 


show, closing of 


Famous Cole was 


Loo, 


year. It opened March 24 at Clarksville, 
with 10 trucks back and two 
[he show used auspices. Business 
was weak most of the time. In July there 
were reports that wages had been cut. It 
had then played Tennessee and Kentucky, 
Indiana and Illinois. The closed 
July 25 at Lamar, Mo., and returned to 
Hugo quarters. It moved to open in 
August with a shopping center outfit, and 
animals sent to the Atayde’s 
second unit in Mexico 

Similarly, Clark & Walters closed early 
This Herb Walters out of 
Hugo April 19 and headed for Kansas 
and Nebraska. It had three bulls and got 
a fourth when Famous 
June the show was out of 
owner went ahead to 
North Dakota. A 50% 
rumored at about the 
September 5 at 
and got back in Hugo on Labor 

Sull another out West the 
Fairyland Circus. Obert Miller sold it to 
Sonny Noel. Opening March 6 at 
LaGrange, Texas. It was routed in 
Kansas and Nebraska, but 
closed in mid-season. 

Robert Ear! Circus opened April 
and played in Florida, Georgia, Alabama, 
Kentucky, Ohio and Pennsylvania. It 
was in Pennsylvania in May. But by 
\ugust it was reported closed, a loser. 

Robbins Bros. was a Hugo show in the 
spring and a Sarasota show by late sum 


lexas, 


ahead 


show 


some were 


show came 


closed In 
route and the 
book towns in 
Wage cul 
time. It 
Trenton, 


Cole 


Was 

Same 
lexas, 

Day 


Was 


closed 
loser 
WaS 


lexas, 


reportedly 


mer. It had a new 85 with three 40s, 
ten trucks, 1600 seats, and high hopes 
for playing shopping center lots. Milt 
Robbins turned up in March and asked 


payment for use of his title. Jack Smith 


Gil Gray's 


bell wagon, is shown here during the shows 


reproduction of the Ringling 


stand at the Six Flags of Texas. Photo by 


Tommie Randolph. . 


Traditionally the best lettered show on the 


road for last few 
& Gray. The 
at Moneftta Ga second 


ason. Brad 


years has been Bill English’s 


Sells elephant trailer ind bulls 
stand of the 


Phot 


underway 
the Dallas 
lone McIntosh ha 


Basham fell fron 


got his outh 
ind 
Don 
April 
Norman, 
whole st 


Hugo 


money 


19. Ten 


Okla 





everything 
{ ampbell immed out 
lhe SNOW 


others for 


reserved ch 
action 
Stull 
han 
the Wal 
The only truck carrying the > on Cristiani 


show was the ticket concession 
Bradbury Photo 


Wallace 


semi-trailer 


——_ 
-_— 


Or 
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Several pa 

Graham opened 
alif., quarters, 

Montclair, ¢ 


ten 


rtial 


trucks 
Holter 
short 
Polack Bros 
Flint, Mich., in January. In 


(;ene 


\A . 
vv al 
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DOLLS 


Minneay] 


recent 


he signed the 
stand. but had 
Milw aukee, 


one wan 


Bros 


1966 up 


1 
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STO 


took 


Sseci ynd 


Dobritch 


lost 


when \! 


ni! 
hippo 
vho PT hcit 


weslel 
trained 
illusionist 
ippeatr 
SUESZ 
Oklahoma 


Tel: 


rl Wallend 


superint 
Wirth 


March 


appeared in Chicago with Hamid-Morton 


opposition. After Akron in 
Peggy McDonald 
hopes for training 
Ihe Woodcocks 
Polack herd 

Hamiud-Morton’s Chicago sta 
| Milwaukee 

m February 

It any 


retired I 


7 
biti 


runt) 


April, 


) 
{ 


$7,000 people in 11 


In part to 


promo 


opposition with the Frat 
t Montre i| At Dallas. H: 


others there. found b 


nu, 


show 


a 


RIS TIANI- WALLACE ~< 


the Polk 
tion 


iS 


1k «6Wirtl 


umd, like 


He The Original Dixiana Circus pla 


stands around Houston early 


vay shown here. Photo by Tommie 


Associates 

1 +} ; 
VW Irth date 
/ 


resivznea 


turn 


irth-Wallenda 
eration of the 
VW illenda 


position to 


the 


board 


ment. In 


the lon 


tint and 


show innounced 


son since its 1939 


tne stands were Sl I OUIS. 


Pittsburgh 
Rouge. 


Bros played Lansing 








July and August. Clift Wilson had it at 


the Mid-South Fair in Memphis, Septem 
ber 24-October 2. with ituspices Ol Peps! 
Cola and Fritos ind at the State Fat 
of Texas. Dallas. October 9-24, for Dr 


Pepper and Morton Foods. Grays regu 


lar season began April 19 at Springheld 
Vo 

James Bro Circus, always before 
West Coast fixture, cut loose this tume 
ind played the middle west Ss well lhe 


show opened out of Martinez, Calif. in 
March. By April ii was in Texas [hen 


it made Little Rock, Louisville, Terre 
Haute. Springfield. Peoria, and more 
including Davenport. where the lot was 
flooded, and Des Moines. It was in the 
(hicago area in early se pte Del nd 

Denver's Lakeside Amusement Park for 
September 10-11. Then it went back 
home. It featured the Chet Juszyk cat 


ict and the Hartzell’s flying act. More 
over, it had a troupe of ponies painted 
to be the African Zebra Fantasy 

Ken Jensen opened March 20 out ofl 
Norco. Calif. quarters and played Ore 
gon. Washineton. California, Nevada 
Utah. Idaho. Montana and the Dakotas 


before coming home in ea ly Octobe! 





It was the show's I|lth tour 

Among the other circuses 

Hubert Castle Circus, booked well 
from April to September, playing fairs 
Shrines and other auspices. It encoun 
tered cold and snow it the Blackfoot 
Idaho, tair in September! 

All-American Circus, which continued 
under direction of Thelma Gosh after 
the death of owner-manager Byron Gosh 
in March 


DeWayne 


DeBord Circus, adjunct of 


Ben Davenport's shopping 


Which was continuing court action started 


continuation Davenport 


Aut Swenson s [hrillcade., which passes 
continues 





Backside of side show bannerline truck 
showing fine lettering job done on the 1965 
edition of Beatty Cole, by Roger Boyd. Pfen 


ing Photo 


present circus acts in numbers 

\nimaland. shopping center show 

Hagan-Wallace, rides and acts 

Clowntown Circus, for shopping cen 
ters, and several others 

Significant deaths during the year in 
cluded these 

Clyde Beatty, Frank Wirth, Paul Jung, 
Fred ( Gollmar, Ellsworth Sommers. 
Roy Bible. Mickey Blue Harry Bert, 
Hester Ringling Sanford, Francisco 
Zoppe, Frank Ketrow Peters, I earless 
Gregg, M. D. (Doc) Howe, Lloyd Stoltz 
Lillie Strepetow, Gene Weeks, Eddie 
Jackson, Byron Gosh, Billie Rice, Charhe 
Luckey, Richard Miller, Red Larkin, Roy 
Barrett. Jack Hoxie, Jack Arnott, Leon 
Pickett. Sam Price. Bob Bullock, Stan 
| aurel. -dward Csraves, lona Cooke 
Willie Hagenbeck, Charles Glasscock. 
Elvin (Sheriff) Walsh, Frenchy Durant 
ind Walter Rairden 
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This article, written at the beginning 
of the tenting circus season, March 1965, 
sees fewer circuses on the roads of Great 
Britain than at any time in_ post 
years, but whilst the position is a 
one, it is by no means a hopeless one 


Wal 


sad 


Most significant of the mussing big 
shows are those of Bertram Mills’ and 
Chipperfield’s, but there are also Harry 


Coady’s, Walter Lucken’s, Raymer’s and 
Pinder's, small but 
the heart of the circus historian, amongst 
196S’s absentees. 


circuses all, dear to 


Mill's tenting 


no surprise lo 


Bertram 
CIrCUuS should have caused 


Ihe absence of 


any student of their balance sheets for 
the last couple of years, but the an 
nouncement that the show would tent 


no more (although the annual Christmas 
season would still continue at Olympia. 
London) still came as a numbing shock; 
it was hard to believe that this 
meticulous of European tenting circuses 
would never be seen Falling re 
ceipts, increased operating and, 
especially, impending higher 
rates all helped to make the decision 
Also, in my opinion, Bertram Mills’ 
Circus had lost some of its appeal to the 
general public in recent years. When | 
was a and Mulls’ town, 
went to the show as a matter 
Not to have visited Bertram 
Mills’ Circus carried something of a 
social stigma! Mills’ style and standard 
of programme (always a very high one) 
remained largely unchanged in changing 
and did not seem so attractive to 
dazzled by the glitter of more 


most 


again 
COSIS 


railroad 


boy came to 
everyone 


of course. 


years 
some 


modern circuses. Last year Bertram Mills’ 
Circus made a 
their 
girls, 


real effort to modernize 
show; production numbers, dancing 
stage and lighting effects all made 








The British Circus Scene 


By Jack Niblett 


their initial whilst 


appearance, the core 
of the show was still solid, classical 
circus — horses, elephants, tigers, dogs, 


chimps, riders, aerialists and clowns. It 
was ironical, therefore, that whilst this 
splendid new style “Supershow™ Circus 
succeeded in attracting more patrons, 
their numbers were not sufficient to war- 
rant a further tenting season in 1965. 
[here is some slight prospect of the show 
going out again on the 
future year, but the recent sale of all 
animals, equipment and rolling stock is 
a significant one. 

Ihe departure of Chipperfield’s Circus 


road in some 


for South Africa also came as a shock, 
but once again. to any one who knows 
this adventurous circus family a move 


of this kind could have been anticipated 
Chipperfield’s big sprawling wild animal 
show has long been a popular circus, but 


the very nature of this circus tended to 
make the programmes, over the years, 
somewhat similar in style. and the di- 
rectors. always innovators, have often 
hinted at their intention to take the 
show to fresh fields and pastures new 
where they might attract newer and 
larger audiences. Chipperfield’s an 
nounced that they would be leaving Eng- 
land “forever,” but some of us believe 
that this show, which has travelled the 
roads of England in one form or another! 
for 300 years, may be back on these 
shores in a few years. Certainly the re- 


turn of this unique circus, perhaps the 


most endearing of Britain’s “Big Three” 
would be welcomed by our native circus 
lovers. | was present at the last night 


of Chipperfield’s Circus in England; there 


sadness in the air: rather an 
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optimism and a renewal of faith in the 
future of the circus. The trip to South 
\frica seemed to be an extension of the 
Chipperheld activities rather than any 
curtailment 

Ihe smaller circuses of Harry Cody, 
Walter Lucken, Raymer Bros., and Mrs 
Pinder, have found it harder to attract 
audiences, sophisticated by contact with 


television spectaculars, and I have often 
wondered they managed to carry 
on at all. It says much for the pluck and 
the optimism splendid British 
have managed 


how 


of these 


circus families that they 


Cee at os 
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to survive, and it is sad to see them join- 
ing the poignant circus parades of Lord 
George Sanger, Rosaire, Paulo, Barrett, 
Kaye and Duffy’s which have wended 
their way into oblivion during the last 
few years. 

And so to happier matters. The clas- 
sical Bertram Mills and the wild animal 
Chipperfield’s having departed from our 
scene, we still have Billy Smart’s Circus, 
one of the world’s greatest shows, with 
us. This vast, gleaming circus with its 
spectacles “a la Ringling” and its superbly 
produced displays still dazes the British 
public, whom now automatically think 
of “Billy Smart” whenever “Circus” is 
mentioned. Smart’s have adapted their 
circus programmes to the modern idiom. 
Animal acts are concentrated into three 
big groups; polar bears, elephants, horses 
and ponies, although camels, zebras, 
llamas, chimps and a few other animals 
make “walking on” appearances during 
the course of the show. The rest of the 
programme consists of three Spectacles: 
the Opening Parade; the Fairyland or 
Four Seasons Fantasies; and the Wild 
West Show or the Carousel of all Nations. 
Interspersed are big clown acts, flyers, 
jugglers, cyclists, wire act and the “riding 
machine.” It will be seen that beneath 
all the sparkle of this show are plenty of 
good honest circus acts, and the mixture 
as presented by Billy Smart seems to 
appeal to the Great British Public. There 
are no passengers on this circus. Directors 
work as hard as any grooms, and the 
many members of the Smart family are 
seen in a Variety of roles. Smart’s circus 
moves by road, although elephants and 
led animals travel by rail. Stands vary 
from one to three weeks. It has been 
discovered that three-day stands are an 
uneconomic proposition. 

Next in order or size are two sturdy 
British circuses of ancient lineage, namely 
Sir Robert Fossett and the Robert Broth- 
ers. Both are strong family shows and 
both hail from the celebrated Fossett fam- 
ily with bearers of that honoured name 
appearing in the ring in the good com- 
pany of quality animal acts and a couple 
or so imported Continental acts. Each 
show carries about a half-dozen elephants, 


score of horses, a good wild animal act, 
chimpanzees, dogs or seals and the usual 


traditional circus acts. Either show .-1s 
one which could be safely recommended 
to the visitor as a good example of an 
English family circus. Being cousins, 
there is a good natured rivalry between 
the Fossetts and the Roberts, with much 
“ribbing” whenever they 
other’s route. 

Fossett is a name impossible to get 
away from when writing about English 
circuses. There is a circus, Fosset Bros., 
owned by Claude Fossett, and one, James 
Bros., owned by Jimmy Fossett, both 
small shows with less than a dozen peo- 
ple in each which visit the small towns, 
and also show at galas, country fairs, 
etc. A bigger Fossett Circus (the Big Top 
Circus) is directed by “Big” Bob Fossett, 
who puts on a season of circus under 
canvas each summer at Skegness, a sea- 
side resort. Big Bob usually gets some 
good continental and British acts and 
has announced his intention of travelling 
with his circus for a few weeks prior to, 
and after the resident season this year. 

In Ireland more Fossetts, brothers, run 
an extremely good circus each year. Not 
many animals, but always some imported 
acts of an extremely high standard for a 
one-day stand circus. I travelled with the 
Brothers for several weeks last 
summer and can testify to their enormous 
popularity and the unfailing big business 
which they always obtain. The “Big” 
Duffy Circus is no more to be seen in 
the Emerald Isle these days, but “Little” 
Duffy’s still travel around with their 
boisterous family show, a very cheerful 
small circus worth going a long way to 
see. 

An interesting English circus is that 
run by Billy Mack under ever-changing 
titles. This year it is “Broncho Bill and 
Bailey’s Two Ring Circus.” Like its title 
the programme changes often, but there 
is usually some good talent in the pro- 
grammes presented by Mr. Billy Mack, 
who has been associated with circuses for 
a long time. 

[wo more small ones in the shape of 
Joe Gandey’s International Circus, which 
is always a neat tidy one-pole entertain- 


cross each 


Fossett 





ment, unpretentious but worthwhile; and 
Winship’s Wild West Circus, which al- 
ways puts on a good family programme 
headed by young Geoffrey Winship, who 
is a most talented all-rounder. 

Permanent circus buildings in England 
comprise the Blackpool Tower and the 
Great Yarmouth Hippodrome. Both cir- 
cuses provide excellent programmes of a 
classical standard in elegant settings and 
are amongst the world’s best. Another 
most attractive resident circus is that run 
by members of the Paulo and the Thomp- 
son families at Chessington Zoo in Sur- 
rey. Some of the best riding acts to 
be seen in this country are always to be 
found in this green-and-white two-pole 
tented circus. 

One more circus, maybe the world’s 
smallest in the shape of Fred Abel’s 
“One-Man” Circus. This living link with 
the past travels the country roads of the 
English midlands with his three donkeys 
and a few dogs and gives shows wherever 
he goes and whenever he feels like it. I 
have yet to catch up with the elusive Mr. 
Abel, but I am still hot on his trail. 

That, as I see it, is the scene set for 
the British Circus in 1965. What will 
have transpired by the end of the season 
is anybody's guess, but the general opin- 
ion is that like England, “there'll always 
be a circus.” 


PERFECT TO OWN! 
PERFECT TO GIVE} 
1966 
CIRCUS WAGON 
CALENDAR 


Twelve 8x 10inch pictures 
of famous circus wagons 
including: Columbia Band- 
wagon, Sea Shell Tableau, 


Bell Wagon (Chimes of Mos- 
cow) Great Britian Band 
wagon, Fairy Tale Tableau, 


Five Graces Bandwagon, 
Pawnee Bill Bandwagon, 
Dragon and Mirror Tableau, 
Asia Tableau, Una-Fon 
Wagon, and 2 cage wagons. 
Also Full 8-1/2 x 11 inch 
Month-at-a-glance appoint- 
ment calendar for each 
month. 


Available postpaid by 
sending check or Money 
order for $1.25 tot 
CALLIOPE ENTERPRISES 

122 New Estate Rd. 

Littleton, Mass. 01460 








irard Stages Dan Rice 
Centennial 


Col. Pete Pepke 


One hundred years ago the first public 


memorial monument tc the Union dead 
was erected and dedicated in Girard, 
Pennsylvania. This is a small community 


in the north-west corner of Pennsylvania, 
not far from the home town of Elmer H 
Jones and Walter | Main Ihe 
monument was given to the town by the 
famous clown and Dan Rice 
a significant gesture by Rice, who 
leading citizen. He had 
and quarters In 


than 


also 


showman, 
It was 
the 
his residence 


Girard for more 


was town's 
circus 


twenty 


yea©rs 





The people of Girard staged a celebra 
tion from August 23rd thru the 29th 
in memory of the event. As closely as 
possible the celebration brought back the 


atmosphere of the original dedication 
ceremonies. They could not bring back 
the canal. the mud roads. nor the many 


surviving veterans who marched that day 
and listened to General McCalmont’s 
dedicatory speech, but the veterans of 
later wars and civic organizations un- 
dreamed of at the time the 
solemnities of the event 

Ihe celebration was not 
[he climax included the re-dedication 
ceremony and a big parade. To provide 
atmosphere, the Sells and Gray Circus 
gave three performances. On the original 
occasion the Dan Rice Circus part 
of the attraction, with Dan’s elephants, 
horses, and circus wagons taking part in 
the parade. 

The 


recalled 


all solemnity 


Was 


dedication a hundred years ago 


train 


attracted large crowds coming by 
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and every other contemporary facility 
Iwo thousand came from Erie, a fifth of 
the population. Another thousand 
On an excursion train [rom 
It was that ten 
Governors Curtin 
lodd (Ohio) were present and partici- 
pated General A p McCalmont of 
Franklin delivered the main address. The 
affair the national and all 
the Eastern newspapers 
represented 

Recently 
ment of 


Came 
Greenville 
thousand at 

(Pa } and 


estimated 
tended 


drew press 


large! were 
returned veterans. a detach 
from the 1812. 
and Mexican War veterans made up the 


soldiers War ol 


line of march. Rice was a_ particular 
favorite of firemen along the Ohio and 
Mississippi rivers, and many volunteer 
units joined fraternal organizations in 
the procession Rice had staged benefits 
in Cincinnati, Memphis, St. Louis and 
New Orleans. 

It would be well to mention that this 
writer considers the book, “One Horse 
Show” by John Kunzog, the definitive 
work on Mr. Rice. Mr. Kunzog, a per- 
sonal friend, devoted his entire life to 
collecting the true, historical facts on 
Dan Rice. Ihese are well-documented in 
Mr. Kunzog’s volume, available from 
him. [his tome should be in every serious 


Circus Historians library 


Back to the original parade a century 


ago, we note that an elephant drew a 
huge float bearing pretty girls, each 
represenung a State In the union. Rice's 


Miss I his 


years recreation featured fifty girls, car- 


own daughter was Louisiana. 
rying bouquets which were deposited atl 
base of the monument. 

[he monument, pictured here, is a 
shaft (or obelisk) twenty-seven teet high, 
counting the Ihe base is 
ornamented by sculptured guns and 
draped and is surmounted by an 
American eagle. It is the leon- 
Volk, noted Chicago sculptor, and 
the entire expense of $12,000 was borne 


When 1 


the 


square Dase. 
flags, 
Work Ol! 


ard 


by Rice. was erected it was in 
the middie of a circle near the Rice 
home. the circle now has been made 


> | 


into an ellipse dividing Route 2U, Girard’s 
main the Yellowstone Trail, 
allowing ample room for trattic. It stands 
upon a Slightly esplanade, orna- 
menied at each end with a cannon. 

[he centennial belated tribute 
to Rice himself, a nationaliy famous 
figure. He was known as the only ciown 
who ever earned $1,U00 a week. He was 
an Original clown, and during the 1840's 
his biliing was “the Shakespearian jester.” 

At twenty-five he had been a jockey, 


Srreet. old 


raised 


WaS a 


animal tlrainer, a trained pig exhibilor, a 


suong man, song and dance 


own 


pertorme! 
and finally 
Even in his Own circus 
he appeared as a clown. One ol 
his Original tricks appear in a 
Stars and stripes flag suit, furnishing the 


who wrote his SONS, 
circus proprietor. 
singing 


Was lO 


inspiration to |homas Nast, the cartoon 


ist. for the symbolic “Uncle Sam.” Dan 
Rice was a friend of Abraham Lincoln, 
a booster ol General Zachary lavlor 
for President. and a combination friend 
and sometimes enemy of Horace Greely 

John Kunzog was among the guests of 
honor invited to the event. Due to prev 
ious bookings, I was not able to attend 
all of the events. | deeply appreciated 
the thoughtful invitation extended, and 
the co-operation of the committee and 


[he whole 
a fitting tribute to the memory 


staff of Sells and Gray Circus 
affai 
of Dan 

Other features of 
ball, 
games, a historical tour of Rice 
and a the birthplace of 
Denmen Thompson, of “Old Homestead 
Girard ’s othe! 


Was 
) 7. 
Rice. 


the week were a 


town teen agers dance, baseball 


associated 
Spots, visit to 
fame, entertainmenl 


celebrity 
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New Ringling Bros. & BB., Venice, Fla 
Winterquarters picture. All buildings and 
new lettering on auditorium shown. 8 x 
10 blk. and white gloss. $2.00 pp 

My Father Owned a Circus by Robert 
Gollmar. 205 pgs., 32 illus. Souvenir 
route book, season 1911 reproduced. $5.50 
pp. Ins 

A History of the 
George Chindahl 


Circus in America by 
Pub. 1959, 2nd printing 
279 pgs. 44 illus. American Circuses listed 
1771 through 1959. Price $5.00 pp. Ins. 
Bertram Mills Circus Programs. 1961-1962 
(these dates under canvas). 60c each or 
both for $1.00 pp. 


Start your Ringling program collection 
now. 1956 (last of the big top). $2.00. 
1962-1963-1964 and 1965 $1.00 each 


Older programs in stock, write your needs 


Booklets and Catalogs, all pp. Circus 
Ideals, $1.25. 

Circus Model Builders Gathering, 1964, 
Greensburg, Pa. Program, 60c. 
Wardie-Jay Catalog, Ya-Y% scale Circus 


Modeling Equipment, 45c. 
Walthers complete decal catalog, 60c. 
Circus Hall of Fame Booklet, price $1.00. 
Circus Model Builders 25th Anniversary 
Program. Hershey, Pa., 60c. 

15 page all circus catalog 

New Item pages and F.D. 3 

Ring Letter included free 

You subscribe only once. 
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245 Catalonia Ave. ‘ 
/ Coral Gable Ss 34, fla. 


Bill Woodcock’s Circus Letterheads 


A oe NUINE REALISTIC FRONTIER EXHIBIT: HIBITION 


IANS oad 


Fagg ORNS 


ME XICARI y 


arg Exhibition of This Character Ever nied 
Ce on al Trains. Water Proof Tents and Everything First Class. 
& <A Backed by Unlimited Capital. «tS 


» AUGUSTUS JONESraxacem 33S 








This letterhead of Indian Bill's Wild West and Mexican Hippo- 
drome is printed in light red with the Indian head in black. J. 
Augustus Jones was manager of this show which toured only in 1903. 
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FAR13.00 WISCONSIN 


Seasons Greetings 


From all of us to all of you. 


Thanks for everything — and see you 


1966 





